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| DISSERTATION + 


Liberty of Preaching * 


| Granted to WOMEN by the F | 
People called QUAKERS: | » 


In Anſwer to a late DISSERTATION 4 
on that Subject. 2 


WHEREIN 


Robert Barclay s Arguments for the Juſtification of that 
Practice are ſupported and corroborated, and that 
Point is more particularly conſidered and diſcuſſed. 


WIT I 


An APPENDIX concerning SINGING. 
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An Admonitory Pos15scriPrT to the PREAC HERS of 7 
both Scxes. 


* 7 oplenff s. With Remarks upon it. 


Phil. Iv. z. Help thaſe women which laboured with me in the Goſpel, with Clement 
alſo, and with other my Fellow Labourers, whoſe Names are in the Book of Life. 

1 Cor xiv. 31. Te may all propheſie one by one, that a:l may learn, and all may be 
comforted. 

Mat. xx1. 15, 16. And when the Chief Prieſts, and Scribes ſaw the wonderful things 
that he did, and the Children crying in the Temple, and ſaying, Hoſannd to the Son of | 
David; they were ſore diſpleaſed, and ſaid unto him, Heareſt thou what theſe ſay ? * © 
And Jeſus ſaith auto them, Tea; have ye never read, Ons of the Moa Y Babes ond —_— 
— thou, haſt — Praiſe ? es” 
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= unanſwerable Manner what St. Paul means by 1 Cor. 11, 


THE 


INTRODUCTION: 


HAT Part our Chriſtian Women ought 
to act in our Aſſemblies, and how far 
they have a Right to be concern'd in the 
publick Exerciſe of the Worſhip of Al- 
mighty God, is a Diſquiſition of ſome 
Importance both to them and us. And whereas, of the 
Pamphlets pybliſh'd on a late Occaſion on the oppoſite 
Side of the Queſtion, the only one worth Notice, is a 
Diſſertation, the Author whereof hath diſguiſed himſelf | 
under the Name of a Traveller, who (as 5 apprehend) 
hath depretiated the Female Sex below the Standard of 
Holy Scripture and ſound Reaſon, and therefore 1 
think it my Duty to contribute my Endeavours to reſ- 
cue them from that contemptible Light in which he 
hath placed them, and as in the Proſecution of this De- 
ſign I have aim'd at Truth, fo I have ſincerely endea- 
vour'd, that as on the one hand I might not debaſe 
them beneath what is meet, ſo on the other that I might 
not exalt them above their proper Mcaſure. 
Our Author ſets out with a Proc to explain in an 


where he intimates that Women may propheſie as w 
as pray in the Church, and when he has done, declares” 
himſelf ſo far ſatisfied with his own Performance, that 
all Reply to it could never be but ſome dark and litigi- 

ous Pleading for the Support of a deſperate Cauſe, and 
that if any ſhould attempt it, he will take no Notice of 
it. Him therefore, for the preſent, I renounce as in- 
corrigible, and recommend what follows to the honeſt 
and impertial Enquirer. | WE 


4 INTRODUCTION. 

As to his Introduction and the Triflingneſs of it, with 
divers obvious Impertinencies and Scurrilities, it would 
be but an Abuſe of Time to animad vert on them, which 
therefore I ſhall entirely wave, * and conſider only what 
affects the main Matter in Diſpute betwixt him and me; 
which is this: 5 EC 
Whether or no the Practice of Women's Preaching 
or Praying in Chriſtian Aſſemblies is eſſentially and ab- 
ſolutely (let their Motives, Endowments or Qualifica- 
tions be what they will) unlawtul, as being an Invaſion 


of a Function not only unbecoming their Sex, but abſo- 


lutely incompatible with the ſacred and inviolabte Laws 
left us by the Holy Spirit in that Behalf, as likewiſe ſo 
contrary to ſound Reaſon and common Senſe, that no 
Chriſtian Society ſhould countenance it? (p. 8, 30, 31.) 
This is what I oppoſe, and maintain that, Provide 
a Woman be poſſeſſed with the Endowments and Qua- 


lifications proper for Preaching and Praying, the may 
and ought to exerciſe them in publick, for the Edifica- 


tion of the Church, and that her ſo doing is warrantable 
from Scripture and ſound Reaſon. OE ifs 

I muſt indeed own, that the publick Appearance of a 
Woman ought to be attgnded with that Modeſty and 
Humility which are the peculiar Ornaments of her Sex, 
and with Caution leſt her natural Volubility ſhould de- 
generate into Trifling and Impertinence; and J ſhall 
likewiſe freely acknowledge the Expediency of the A- 
poſtle's Advice in general, 1 Tim. v. 14. ------ That the 


younger Women marry, bear Children, guide the Houſe, 
and give none Occaſion to the Adver/ary to ſpeak reproaeh- 
fully. And yet, if it ſhould pleaſe God to dignity any 


— 


* Excepting that one Obſervation of his, where, ſpeaking to May Drummond, he 
ſays, Your Deportment.---------- is humble and modeſt, and your Apparel every 


=? Way ſuitable to your outward Piety, whereby indeed you give a good and ſhin- 


„ ing Example to ſome of your degenerate Siſters, in whole Attire, and all its Sym- 
*« metry we ſce now a- days ſo many Tokens of Pride and Vanity.” | 
This Rebuke from a Stranger I recommend to the Obſervation of thofe whom 
it concerns, remembring that Scripture-Text in the Epiſtle ro the Ph1LIPPLANSs, 
Some indeed preach Chriſt even of Envy and Strife; and ſome alſo of Good-will ------- Nor- 
withſtanding every Way, whether in Pretence or in Truth, (hriſt is preached, I therein ds 
rejoice, ta aud will rejoice, 2 
| | of 
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INTRODUCTION. y 


of the weaker Sex, young or old, ſo far as to extort 


even from the Mouth ot a profeſſed Adverſary ſuch a 
Confeſſion as this, that the Gentlewoman who has given 
Occaſion to the preſent Debate, doth really a& the Part 
of a Preacher admitably well, and that indeed when the 
preaches, ſhe really teaches; if then, ſay I, in the 
Words of an Apoſtle on another Occaſion, God gave 
nnto her the like Gitt as to us that believed in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, what is this Traveller or I, that we could 
withſtand him? Ee „ 
I vill not deny but that there may be Inſtances of ſuck 


whoſe pitiful Preaching (in the Words of our Author) 
is not Teaching, but theſe I do not take upon me to 


ſtand Advocate tor. Theſe Things I look upon as A- 
buſes of Evangelical Liberty, which may be more caſily 
lamented than totally redrefled ; but that from ſuch A- 
buſes one ſhould entirely take away the Liberty of 
Preaching from that Sex, I apprehend would be at- 


tended with the like Inconveniencies as deſtroying the 


Liberty of the Preſs, whereby indeed many bad Books 
would be ſtifled, but with them alſo oftentimes the 
Beſt. x nee OM 


J ſhal! reduce what I have to offer on this Subject to 
Four Propoſitions. | 


I. By ſhewing what Propheſying is in the Senſe of 
the Apoſtle Pau, I thall endeavour to demonitrate that 
our Author's Circumſcriprion of it to Singing with re— 
gard to Women, is fo far from being an unanfwerable 
Explanation of what St. Paul means, 1 Cor. 11. where 
he intimates that Women may propheſie and pray in 
the Church, that it is at beſt but an arbitrary Explana- 
tion, inconſiſtent with the Apoſtle's Definition and 
Deſcription of Propheſying as alſo with the Context, 
and the Tenour of other Parts of the Holy Writings ; 
which I preſume will ſtill be further maniteſted in the 
Appendix concerning Singing, wherein that of the 
New Teſtament and our Author appear to be diſicrent 
Things. | ” — II. T hat 
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8 INTRODUCTION. 


| | 
1 , | | | 
if | II. That he has falſely and unjuftly accuſed Robert 
| Barclay. | | | = 
. III. I ſhall ſhew more diſtinctly what Part of religious 
[| Duties, private and publick, Women have been allowd 
1 and enjoyn'd to exerciſe by the Approbation of the 
[ | Holy Spirit recorded in the Scriptures. 
| IV. That the Preaching of Women, or their Speak- _ 
| ing to Edification in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, is a Practice 
| ſupportable from ſound Reaſon and the Authority of 
| Holy Writ. | 0 


But before I proceed to the Proof of theſe Propoſi- 
tions, as I know there is a good deal of Rubbiſh in my 
Way, I ſhall endeavour previouſly to remove this; 7.e. 
to obviate divers vulgar Errors and Prejudices, which i 
pre-occupying my Reader's Mind would greatly hinder 
him from diſcerning the Truth. h | 
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| ought to recommend it. 
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PRELIMINARY. 


CONSIDERATIONS, 


F * ULGAR Opinions, ſupported by long Uſe 


or Diſuſe, as they reconcile us to many ab- 
ſurd Things, ſo they make many reaſonable Things 
look odd, and prepoſleſs us againſt them. A long con- 
tinued Uſe of high-crown'd Hate might render an In- 
troduction of the preſent flat, and more commodious 
ones, not leſs uncouth to ſome than was the Sight of a 
human Creature acting the Part of a Preacher in Pettis 


coats, to our Traveller. Suffice it at preſent only to 


ſay, that tis neither the Antiquity nor Novelty of any 
Practice, but its Reaſonableneſs and Uſefulneſs that 


. 


92. The ſame Words do frequently in different Ages 
excite different Ideas, or ſignify different Things. is 


is apparently the Caſe in the Word Preaching, which 


according to the preſent modiſh Acceptation, and that 
of our Author, p. 18. ſhould ſignify Speaking in a Pul- 
it within certain conſecrated Walls called a Church. 
Þut let us ſee how agreeable this is to the Scripture- 
Senſe of Preaching ; (in the mean Time readily granting 
to our Author that Phi/ip's four Daughters, who were 
Propheteſſes, might not be provided with Pulpits) and 
here firſt of all I read of Noah, a Preacher of Righ- 
teouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 5. As to the Pulpit the Record is 
filent. Next I read of Jouab, c. iii. 1, 2. to whom 
the Word of the Lord came, ſaying, Go unto 
« Nineveh, that great City, and preach unto it the 
« Preacbing 


8 Preliminary Conſiderations. 
« Preaching that I bid thee.” But it ſeems he preached 
in the Streets; (and, by the by, it was a ſhort Preaching, 
but much more effectual than moſt of our modern long 
ones.) See Chap. 3. Nor do I ſuppoſe that the Words 
of the Preacher, the Son of David, King of Feruſalem, 
contain'd in the Book of Eccleſiaſtes, were deliver d 


from a Pulpit. In the New Teftament indeed, our Lord 


did teach in the Temple, but the chief Sermon we have 


tranſmitted to us was made on Mountain. And Matt. 
xiii. 26. he is deſcrib'd as having uſually taught in the 
Streets: And his Command to his Diſciples, att. x. 7. 
was, © As ye go, Preack ſaying the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is at hand. Aud Philip preached Jeſus unto the 


Eunuch in a Chariot, Acts viii. 35. 


Preaching, ſays Biſhop Burnet in his Paftoral Care, 
Chap. 9. is but lately brought into the Church, or at 
leaſt did but by gradual Steps arrive at the Pitch it is 
now at, It has appear 'd in many different Shapes, ſays 
he. According to the preſent Mode of this Country, 
ſome one Man muſt aſcend into a certain elevated Place, 
and there pronounce a ſtudied and methodical Diſcourſe 
of half an Hour, or perhaps above an Hour, upon ſome 
one Text. But in the apes Days, 1 Cor. 14. They 
might all prophe/ie (i. e. ſpeak to one another to Edifi- 
cation, Exhortation and Comfort) one by one, that all 
might learn, and all might be comforted. And v. 30. If 


any thing were reveal'd to another that ſat by, the firſt. 


was to hold his Peace: And it was not till a great while 
after the Apoſtle's Days that Preaching became mono- 

oliz d by one Man; for we read in Bingham's Antiqui- 
tics of the Chriſtian Church, Book 14. Chap. 4. g 6. that 
it was frequent to have two or three Sermons by diffe- 
rent Perſons in the fame Aſſembly, and that when two 
or more of the primitive Biſhops were in one Aſſembly, 


monly preg< 6g one atter another. 


Moreover, in the Days of the Apoſtles, Propheſying 
or Preaching was declar'd to be a Gift of the Spirit, and 
Auguſtin and Chry/ifteom ſpeak of the Aſſiſtance of the 
5 | Spirit 
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Spirit in their Preaching. * But our modern Preaching 


is an Art of making Orations, acquir'd by meer human 


F ndcavours, and all Pretences to the Gift of the Spirit 


in this Affair are ridiculed and abandoned to Enthu- 
ſiaſts, although to me this ſeems to come but oddly 
from ſuch who are firſt admitted into what they call 
Holy Orders by a moſt ſolemn Proſeſſion that they are 
inwardly moved thereto by the Holy Ghoſt, as if the 
Holy Ghoſt were oblig'd to attend them at their firſt En- 
trance, but ever after left them to themſelves. But fur- 
thermore, neither was that ſet Method, Order and Ele- 


ö gancy of Speech, which is ſo modiſh at preſent, any 


way eſſential to the Preaching of the Primitive Times. 
For our Saviour's Sermon upon the Mount is a Collec- 
tion of diſtinct and ſeparate Aphoriſms and Precepts, and 
Paul the Apoſtle, altho' an eloquent Man, declares to the 
Corinthians, 1 Cor. ii. 1, 4, 5. That be came not to them, 
with Excellency of Speech. And that his Speech and 
Preaching was not with enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, 


but in Demonſtration of the Spirit aud of Power, that 


their Faith ſhould not ſtaud in the Wiſdom of Man, but 
in the -Power of God. 
And in the eatly Days ſucceeding thoſe of the Apo- 
ſtles, itudying their Sermons was no way eſſential (but, 
extemporary Diſcourſes were frequent among them) 
nor the naming of a Text, but ſometimes they preach'd 
with a Text, ſometimes without one, and ſometimes 
on ſeveral Texts. (See Bingham's Antiquities of the 
Chriſtian Church, Book 14. Chap. 4.) The preſent 
Mode then of Preaching is but a Novelty in the Chri- 
ſtian Church. The Preaching of the purer Times 


Arn... 


* And truly the ancient Homilies of the Church of Exgland, order'd to be read 
in the Churches in the Time of Queen Elizabeth, and republith'd A. D. 1040. ſpeak 
little leſs, in Tom. 2. p. 207. where, on the Deſcent of the _ Noſt on the Apoſtles 
on the Day of Pentecoſt, they ſay thus, The Holy Gho Noe ſuddenly among 
« them, and fat upon each of them like as it had been cloven Ton of Fire, 
which thing was undoubtedly done to teach the Apoſtles and all other Men, 
* that it is He which giveth Eloquence and Utterance in Preaching the Goſpel, that 
it is He which opencth the Mouth to declare the mighty Works of God, chat it 


„is He Which engendereth a burning Zeal towards God's Word, Cc. 
| B Was 


10 Preliminary Conſiderations. 
was as much more ſimple as it was more efficacious. 
Men now preach more from their Heads than from 


their Hearts, and theretore do not reach the Heart, 
and the Minds of the People are debauched and the 
Saying of the Scripture is verified among us, They ſball 
heap unto themſelves Teachers having itching Ears, ever 
learning, Rc. 3 5 

I ſhall conclude this Account of the Difference be- 
tween the ancient and modern Preaching with the Story 


of the beloved Diſciple Fohn, who being arrived at a 


great Age, his Preaching in the Chriſtian-Aſſemblies 
conſiſted only of theſe Words, My dear Children, Love 
one another. His Hearers grew weary of this at laſt, 
and told: him ot it, to whom he return'd this Anſwer, 
worthy of the beloved Diſciple, © "This is what our 
Lord hath commanded, and if we do this, we need 
« do nothing elſe. * . = 4 

From the Premiſes it appears, that neither Pulpits, 
nor conſecrated Walls, nor methodical Diſcourſes, nor 
long Diſcourſes, nor Study, nor the Artifice of Oratory, 
are any way eſſential to Preaching according to the 
Scripture-Senſe thereof, (and the Practice of the purer 
Ages of Chriſtianity) which is what I-would adhere to, 
and therefore that although my Female Preacher ſhould 
be deſtitute of any or all theſe modern and human Ap- 
pendages of Preaching, this is not properly a juſt Ob- 
jection againſt her. LE: 


| 6 3. There is another vulgar Opinion a-kin to the 


former, which whenſoever entertain d muſt needs be an 
ellectual Obſtacle againſt the Reception of Women's 


Preaching, viz. that Preaching in the Chriſtian Church 


is a diſtinct Office, which muſt be inviolably confin'd to 


aà certain Order of Men called Clergymen, cloathed 


with particular Veſtments, and to whoſe Preparation 
tor this Work a long Courſe of human Learning and 


\ * Dupin's Lives of the Apeſtles. 


Study 


i 
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Preliminary Conſiderations. 11 


Study is neceſſary: Which Opinion, however ſupported 
by Cuſtom, will be found to have no Foundation in the 
New Teſtament. 

Indeed theſe Men have long exerciſed a ſpiritual Ty- 
ranny over the People and, arrogating to themſelves the 
Name of the Church and Clergy, have robb'd the Chri- 
ſtian People in a great Meaſure of both the Name and 
Thing * unto whom that it originally belong'd appears 
from 1 Pet. v. 3. where the Body of the Faithful are 
called God's Heritage, Lot or wi@-, Clergy. And ſince 
the Abolition of the Fewifs Prieſthood there is no Ap» 
pointment in the New Teftament of any Particular Order 
of Men to the Prieſthood, nor any Specification of either 
Veſtments or Salaries annex d to their Office in the New 
as in the O/d Teftament, but the true Believers in gene- 
ral are called a Holy and Royal Prieſthood, who are fo 
offer up Spiritual Sacrifices acceptable to God by Teſus 
Chriſt. See I Pet. ii. 5, 9. But 
Let us fee more expreſsly how agreeable this mono- 
polizing Spirit is to that of the Holy Men recorded in 
the Scriptures. | 
In the Od Teſtameut, Mes, the Man of God, was 


| certainly of a much more enlarg'd Diſpotition of Soul ; 


for whereas at a certain Time the Spirit came upon 
Eldad and Medad, and the News of it was brought to 
Mqſes, indeed Foſbua ſaid, My Lord Moles, forbid them © 
But what did the Man of God ſay? Numb. xi. Ver. 29. 
Euvieſt thou, ſays he, for my ſake © Would God that all 
the Lord's People were Prophets, and that the Lord would 


put his Spirit upon them. And in the New Teftament, the 


4 
4 


& 
4 
4 
1 
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Apoſtle Paul having defin d Propheſying to be ſpeak- 
ing to Men to Edification, Exhortation and Comfort, 
which I call Preaching, recommends this Giſt as moſt 
deſirable, becauſe moſt profitable to the Church, ſay- 


— — 


And hence the People have neglected God's Gift in themſelves, which has lain 
buried in many an one that otherwiſe wy have made a ſhining Figure in the 
Church of Chriſt, as ſure as on the other hand divers, by the cuſtomary Metheds, 


have been hoiſted into the Pulpit who had been much more ſeryiceable to their 
Country as Hewers of Wood or Drawers of Water, | . 
B 2 ing 


12 Preliminary Conſiderations. 
ing, Brethren, covet to propheſie. And, Ye may all pro- 
pheſy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be com- 


forted. Such was the Liberty that the primitive Chri- 
ſtians enjoy'd, a Liberty of ſpeaking to one another to 


Edification, which, as it was then declard to be a 
Gift of God, and not acquird by Study, but on the 
contrary we read, 1 Cor. i. That the World by Wiſdom 
knew not God, and that the Preaching of Chrift crucified, 
was no the Jews a Stumbling-block, and to the Greeks 


Fooliſhneſs ; ſo neither is a long and tedious Preparation 


of this kind neceſſary now, to explain thoſe weighty and 
eſſential Truths contain'd in the New Teſtament, which 
it moſt concerns Mankind to know, which are but few, 
clear and obvious to ordinary Capacities, conliſtent] 
with the Goodneſs and infinite Benevolence of that Be- 
ing, who, whenſoever he was (or is) pleaſcd to reveal 
his Will to Mankind, would no doubt do it, not in 
Riddles but in clear Terms. | 

But whereas fine Preaching ſeemeth of late Days to 


be too highly cried up, as if the principal Part of the 


Religion of C'riſtians conſiſted in making and hearing 


fine Speeches, 1 muſt obſerve, that it was not by virtue 


of ſine- ſpun Speeches that Chriſtianity firſt prevailed 
in the World, but by the Faith of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians manifeſting itſelf by their Love and good Works; 


{Non magna loquimur ſed vivimus.) This was a Lan- 


uage like that of the Heavens and Firmament, of 
which the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, the Words whereot are gone 


forth to the End of the World declaring the Glory of 


God, and ſhewing his Handy-work, //. 19. a Lan- 
guage far more eflectual than the feeble Tongue or 
Pen of Man (which could make but an imperſect Re- 
preſcntation of the Power and Spirit that animated the 


tirſt Chriſtians) to the confounding the Strength and 


Policy of Larth and Hell combined againſt thein. 

Bat when once Men departed from the Lite, and 
deſcended to an Adoration of Images and Pictares of 
it; when Men diſtruſting God, and neglecting his Help, 
fed to the Power and Policy of this World, and 8 
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Preliminary Conſiderations. 13 
Arts inſtead of the Giſts of the Holy Spirit, then by 


the woful Experience of the many apoſtatizing Ages, was 


the Simplicity of the Goſpel: of Chriſt corrupted and 
perverted, and the pretended Religion of Jeſus made 
{ubſervient, not to render Mankind wiſer and better, 
but to advance the worldly Deſigns of thoſe that 

reached it, till at length Chriſtianity became over-run 
with Idolatry and Superſtition equal to that of Paganiſm: 
And when it was in that woful State, who were the 
chief Inſtruments of a Reformation? Truly the Clergy 
were much more remarkable tor oppoſing than carrying 


it on; but the more faithful Body of the Chriſtian 


People, whom they contemptuouſly call the Laity, 
many of 'em ſimple Men, and not a few Women, are 
honourably mention'd in the Martyrologies as Inſtru- 
ments in the Hand of God to break the Bonds of Popiſh 


Tyranny, and open to- us a Glimmering of the Light 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt again. 


4. There is yet another ſtrong Prejudice againſt 


Women's Preaching, allied indeed to the preceding, 
but however deferving the Place of a diſtinct Article, 


becauſe it is ſeated not in the Judgment, but in the Paſ- 
ions of thoſe that entertain it. And this is no leſs than 
the united Intereſt of the whole Body of Men called 
Clergymen. For, It, ſay they, the Paſtoral Function 
may be exerciſed by Laymen and even Women, then 
we ſhall be deem'd no longer necellary, nay perhaps 
down goes our Trade, our Pomp and Revenues. And 


indeed, it is hardly credible to me that theſe Men 


would have ever made the Oppoſition that ſome of 
them have done to a Woman's preaching Jeſus in a 
ſenſible manner, if Preaching were a Proteſhon which 


there was nothing to be got by. | 


Laſtly, If it ſhould once be proved that God gives 
his Holy Spirit to Women, and reveals his Will to 
them as well as to Men, ſurely none would be ſo hardy 
as to deny that he may ſpeak to us by them as well as 
by Men, if he ſo pleaſeth, now as he ndiſpuenggs did 

| OW 


in former Times. 
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from that of the ancient Church of England * and con- 


trary to the Tenour of her ſettled Forms of Prayer, 
wherein an immediate Divine Inſpiration and Illumina- 
tion is evidently ſet forth as the common Privilege of 


every faithful private Chriſtian, whether Man or Wo- 
man, both being jointly and equally concern'd in offer- 
ing up the following Petitions to Almighty God, viz. 


In the Collect for Eafter-Day. 
Almighty God, &c. we humbly beſeech thee, that as 


by thy ſpecial Grace preventing us, thou doſt put in our 


Minds good Deſires, fo by thy continual Help we may 
bring the ſame to good Effed. 


Fiſth Sunday after Eaiſter. 
Grant to thy humble Servants, that by thy Holy Inſpi- 
ration we may think thoſe Things that be good, and by 
thy merciful Guidance may perform the ſame. 


— — 


It is, ſay the ancient Homilies, Tom. 2. p. 209. the Holy Ghoſt and no other 

<* that doth quicken the Minds of Men, ſtirring up good and Godly Motions in 
* their Kearts, Which are agreeable to the Will and Command of God, ſuch as 
« otherwiſe of their own crooked and perverſe Nature they ſhould never have.” 
And again, ibid. p. 212. © Our Saviour Chriſt departing out of this World unto 
« his Father, promiſed his Diſciples to ſend down another Comforter, which ſhould 
continue with them for ever, and direct them into all Truth; which Thing to 
ie be faithfully and truly perform'd the Scriptures witneſs. Neither muſt we think 
<< that this Comforter was either promiſed or elſe given only ts the Apoſtles, but 
« alſo to the univerſal Church of Chriſt diſperſed — the whole World. The 
« Words of Chriſt are moſt plain in this Behalf, ſaying, that the Spirit of Truth 
„ ſhould abide with them for ever, that he would be with them always (he 
% meaneth by Grace, Virtue and Power) even to the World's End.” And till 
more expreſsly to our Purpoſe, Tom. 2. p. 229. on Epbeſ. iv. 8, Cc. where Chriſt is 
faid to have aſcended up on high and given Gifts to Men, ſome Apoſtles ------- ſome Pa- 
tors and Teachers, for the perſecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, fer the 
edifying of the Body of Chriſt, they ſay thus, © Chrift hath ſtill the Power to the 
« World's End to diſtribute his Father's Gifts continually to his Church, to the 
Eſtab iſhment and Comfort thereof. | | ES Ie | 
Tenth 


Naw the Gift of the Holy Spirit is what I always 
ſuppoſe to be not only common to every Believer, but 
that more eſpecially, it is an eſſential and inſeparable 
Qualification of every faithſul Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
and to deny this I take to be not only a Deſection from 
the conſtant Doctrine of the New Teſtameut, but alſo 
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but | Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

el, Moerciſully grant, that thy Holy Spirit may in all 
Gs Things direct and rule our Hearts, 

on- g Whit-Sunday. 


er, 


Goa, who as at this Time didſt teach the Hearts of thy 
tf | faithful People by ſending them the Light of thy Holy Spi- 

- | riz, grant us by the ſame Spirit to have à right Judgment 
fer- in all Things. 


Thus it appears by the approved and daily repeated 
Prayers of the Church of Eugland, that the Influence 
of the Holy Spirit is deem'd neceflary to every private 
Chriſtian. If ſo, then certainly a more eminent Degree 
” | of it muſt be requiſite for a Miniſter, which accord- 
? | ingly is expreſsly acknowledg'd in the Office of Ordi» 
nation, wherein the Church of Exg/and ſuppoſes an ex- 
; traordinary Meaſure of the Divine Spirit to be convey d 
to every Prieſt in his Ordination when theſe Words are 
pi- utter'd by the Biſhop, Receive the Holy Ghoſt for the 
: Office and Work of a es in the Church of God, now 
| committed unto thee by the Impoſition of our Hands. 
If then an extrordinary Meaſure of the Holy Spirit 
be thus convey'd to every Prieſt, is it a Name or a 
ter | Thing? Is it conveyd to him in Word only, or in 
h as | Power? Is it an idle and unactive Principle, or the 


contraty? And by what Effects or Operations doth it 

: exert it ſelt? As to the Gift of Tongues, of Healing, 
82 and ſuch extraordinary Operations of the Divine Spirit 
but which were frequent in the Infancy of the Church, the 
uh | Quakers agree with other Proteſtants in not affecting to 
— prove their Doctrine by thoſe, as aſſerting no other 
is Doctrine than that of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which 
Pa | have already been confirm'd by thoſe Miracles; but 
me they aflert and ſeriouſly maintain, that as the Holy 
the *' Spirit is given to every private Chriſtian, and more 
| 7 eminently 


16 Preliminary Conſiderations. ˖ 
eminently to every faithful Miniſter, and that God 
doth not beſtow his Gifts in vain, that therefore it 
enlighteneth the Underſtanding, and quickeneth the 
Powers of the Soul to every good Word and Work, 
and conſequently, that it is this Day as aſſuredly as 
formerly able to (and that it is very conſiſtent with 
God's Glory that it ſhould) Inſpire the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel with the Gift of Propheſying in the Apoſtle's 
Senſe, i. e. ſpeaking to Edification, Exhortation and 
Comfort, not for filthy Lucre's ſake; which is abſolutely | 
prohibited, (1 Pet. v. 2.) but of a ready Mind. Where 
fore to conclude, ſince it is on all hands agreed that e- 
very faithful Miniſter is endow'd with an eminent Mea- 
fure of the Holy Spirit, and at the fame time it is cer- 
tain from Scripture, that Women have been filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt as effectually without the Impoſition of 
a Biſhop's Hands as with it; the Queſtion then be- 
' tween me and my Adverſary properly is, not whether 
a meer Woman, but whether a Woman, aſſiſted by the 
Divine Spirit, may ſpeak in a Chriſtian Congregation, 
which I proceed now to conſider according to the Mes 
thod propoſed. | 
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DISSERTATION 


Liberty of Pzeaching 


Granted to WOMEN by the 


: People called QUAKERS. 


* 
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CHAP. þ 


IRST then I propoſe, by ſhewing what Pro- 
pheſying is in the Senſe of Paul the Apoſtle, to 
demonſtrate that our Author's Circumſcrip- 
tion of it, with regard to Chriſtian Women, 
to the Singing or Recital of David's Pſalms 

or other Spiritual Songs, formerly compoſed by others, 

is fo far Hom being an unanſwerable Explanation of 
what St. Paul means, 1 Cor. xi. where he intimates that 

Women may propheſie and pray in the Church, that 

it is at beſt but an arbitrary Explanation, inconſiſtent 


with the Apoſtle's Definition and Deſcription of Pro- 


pheſying, as alſo with the Context and Tenour of other 
arts of the Holy Writings. 

The Text in diſpute is this, 1 Cor. xi. 4, 5. Every 
Man praying or propheſying having his Head covered diſbo- 
noureth his Head; but every Woman that prayeth or pro- 


Lag ems with her Head uncovered diſbonoureth her Head. 


ow our Author having ſhewn, that the Words Pro- 


| pet and Prophecy have different fignifications in the 


Holy 
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Holy Scriptures, and own d, p. 24. that beſides the 
Prediction of future Events, they alſo ſignify in the 
New Teftament as well as Old, and even in this very 
Epiſtle of Paul, Preacher, Preaching, and publick Ex- 
hortation, proceeds in theſe Words; © But the 
« chief Thing we muſt here particularly take Notice of 
« is, 34ly, That Prophecy is alſo taken in Holy Writ 
© tor that Part of the Divine Service which conſiſts in 
« praiſing and magnifying the Holy Name of God, 
ein exalting his adorable Perfections, in enumerating 
« with Thankſgivings his great Benefits, Oc. And 
« this is particularly performed by ſinging or read- 
ing in the Church with Zeal and Attention, with 
„ pious Ejaculations, the Pſalms or any other Spiri- 
ce tual Songs dictated of 0/4 to Holy Men or Wo- 
« men by the prophetick Spirit of God, or compoſed 
« {ince by ſome other pious and learned Divines, and 


of this laſt Aſſertion we have ſeveral and unque- 


<« ſtionable Inſtances in the Hiſtorical- Part of the 0/4 | 
« Teſtament, which put the thing beyond all Contro- 
<« troverſy, and particularly three.” I,. Miriam, Exod. 


15. The 24 is from 1 Sam. x. 5. and the 34 from 


1 .Chron. 25. all which being recited by him, he 


then goes on in theſe Words, Now, Madam, tis 


very caſy, I am ſure, to decide what St. Paul means 


I Cor. xi. where he ſeems to grant to Women as well 


« as to Men the Liberty of Propheſying in the Church. 
For according to the foregoing Diſtinction grounded 
upon undeniable Inſtances we may argue thus; ſince 
« the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 14. and 1 Tm. 2. torbids Women 
« to ſpeak * and to Teach * in the Church, and that 
in his Rules in that Behalf there can be neither Contra- 

S _« diction 


e 


— 
1 


— 


He might with equal Juftice to the Tranflation have ſaid, ſince the Apo- 
le forbids Women to 7a!k in the Church, and to Teach or uſarp Authority over their 
Husbands. For, beſides tlie Artfulneſs of connecting the Words in the Church to the 
Words to Teach, which the Scripture does not, it doth not appear in 1 Im. 2. That 
the Apoſtle is there ſpeaking about the Behaviour of Women in the Church (as he 
is in the other Text of the Corinthians) but rather of married Women (as is probable 
from the Context, and particularly v. t 5. She ſhall be ſaved by Childbearing, 1097 Sr 

their 


on Women's Preaching. 19 
“ diction nor Recantation, it follows evidently that by 
the Liberty he had granted them beſore to prophe- 
« ſie as well as to pray in the Church, we muſt not un- 
% deritand a Liberty of Speaking or Preaching in Re- 
“ ligious Aſſemblies, which is a Paſtoral Function, but 
* only the Liberty of Praiſing and glorifying God by 
joining with all the Men there aſſembled with them 
in Singing or Reading with Zeal and Attention 
the P/alms of David, or any other Spiritual Songs; 
and thus, without doubt, did formerly propheſie all 
* pious Women in the Apoſtolical Times, and thus 
“ alſo now propheſic or may propheſie all Women 
«© in all the Reformed Churches.” So far our Author. 

I proceed now to ſhew what Propheſying is in the 
Senſe of the Apoſtle Paul, and in order to do this I 
ſhall not, as our Author has done, explain Paul out of 
the far ſetch'd Texts of Exodus, Samuel and Chronicles, 
but J ſhall explain Paul by Paul himſelf in the ſame 


— 


their Behaviour towards their Husbands, the Word aud e, the Genitive of une. 
being in ſeveral Places of the New Teſtament render'd Husband, as in Rom. vii. 3. 
and 1 Cor vii. 39. and xiv. 35. andhkewiſe Dr. Hammond's Marginal Reading has 
it ſo here: And then neither this Text nor the other in 1 Cor. xiv. 35. would be 
of univerſal Extent, being not applicable to ſuch as have no Husbands, as Virgins 
and Widows. And as to the Text x Cor. xiv. 35. © It is a Shame for Women ts 
« Speak in the Church,“ the Word u may as well be render'd to Tall, i. e. in a 
more confined Signification than to Speak, viz. to diſcourſe in ſuch a Manner as to 
admit of a Reply, or in the Way of Dialogue; for even our Author 1 is 
not meant of all ſpeaking, ſince they may pray or ſing in the Church, according 
to him, in Coniunction with others, which they cannot do without Speakin 

And that the Word a2a6y is frequently uſed in the New Teſtament in this Senſe 
appears from John iv. 26. 27. where it ſignifies Jeſus's Converſation with the 
Samaritan Woman; and xiv. 3c. Mark vi. 50. his Converſation with his Di- 
ſciples; Luke ix. 30. with Moſes and Elias; John ix. 37. with the blind Man; 
Ads, xxvi. 31... the Governor and Berenice, and they that ſat with them. 
And when they were gone aſide, they talked between themſe ves, #3 woe 
a mi ; and Rev. xxi. 15. Fohy's Converſation with the Angel, Which Interpre- 
tation of the Word x agrees very well to the immediately preceding Words, 
<« If they will learn any thing, let them ask their Husbanas at home.” So that as Talking 
and propheſying are two different Things, the one a familiar Diſcourſe, or by Way 
Converſation, the other a Speaking in the Way of Exhortation, Prediction or Prail- 
ing God by a Divine Impulſe, the Apoſtle by forbidding to Women the firſt did 
not forbid them the laſt, (and conſequently the Interpretation of 1 Cor. xi. 5. 
to mean Preaching, does not imply any Self contradiction at ail in the Apoſtle; ) 
which Comment upon this Text is not peculiar to the Quakers, but agreeable to that 
of divers learned and diſintereſted Men, as will appear in the ſecond Chapter, 
where both theſe Texts from the Corinthians and Timothy are more particularly con 
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Epiſtle; written at one and the ſame Time to the ſame 


People, and upon the ſame Occaſion. Indeed the 
Force of Truth has extorted from our Author an Ac- 
knowledgment much againſt himſelf, at the Cloſe of the 
Paragraph in p. 24. vi. that in this very Epiſtle Paul 
calls Prophets the Preachers of the Goſpel, and Prophe- 
cies their publick Exhortations. But he goes on, and in 
effect ſays, this we are not to mind, but p. 24, 25. what 


the Word Prophecy is taken in the cited Places of Ex- 
odus, Samuel and Chronicles, wherein he entirely con- 
fines it to a Recital of Divine Songs, tormerly compoſed 
by others. How {ſincere our Author is in deſerting en- 
tirely the Epiſtle before him, and flying to thoſe remote 
Texts in the Old Teftament I leave to the Judgment of the 
impartial and proceed to explain Paul by Paul himſelf. 

In the 1<th Chapter, he recites the Diverſity of 
Spiritual Gifts, v. 4. There are Diverſities of Gifts, but 
the ſame Spirit. And v. 8. To one is given by the Spirit 
the Word of Wiſdom, &c. Ver. 10. to another the Working 


of Miracles ; to another Prophecy, &c. And v. 11. All 


theſe worketh that one and the fol awe Spirit dividing 
to every Man ſeverally as he will. Then, c. 14. he be- 
gins with a Recommendation of Prophecy beyond other 
Spiritual Gifts, v. I. 4. Deſire Spiritual Gifts, but ra— 
ther that ye may propheſie. | his'he prefers particularly 
before the more miraculous Giſt ot ſpeaking in an un- 


known Tongue. A very good Reaſon follows, vig. 


v. 2. For he that ſpeaketh in an unknown Tongue, ſpeaketh 
not unto Men; but unto God; for no Man nnacrſtandeth 
him, &c. v. 3. But he that propheſieth, ſpeaketh unto Men 
to Edification, Exhortation and Comfort. And v. 4. He 
that propheſieth edifieth the Church. And v. 31. Ye may 
all propheſie one by one, that all may learn, and all may be 


comforted. And very conſiſtent with all this is v. 12. 


Foraſmuch as ye are zealous of Spiritual Gifts, ſeek that 
ye may excel to the edifying of the Church. And v. 39. as 


a Concluſion of the whole Matter, he ſays, Wherefore, 


Brethren, covet to prophe/ie, and forbid not to ſpeak with 
Trugues. „ 8 


we _ particularly take Notice of is that Senſe in which 
0 
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1 gether. 


on Women's Preaching. " 
See here, not a ſingle Text, but a Concourſe of 
Texts, plainly ſhewing what the Writer meant by 


Prophecy, viz. I. Since it was a Speaking in a Chri- 


ſtian Congregation to the Edification, Exhortation and 
Comfort of the Hearers, it was apparently what with 
us is called (by another Name) Preaching. And agree 
able to this is Tindal's Explanation of the Senſe of 


the Word Prophecy and Prophet in the New Te/tament, 


in the Table of Principal Matters prefixt to his Bible, 
where he ſaith, That © to propheſie ignifieth to Teach, 


e in expounding the Myſteries of the Holy Scriptures.” 


And“ A Prophet is he that teacheth that Thing which 
« God hath opened, to mn his Spirit to the Edi- 
« fying of the Church.“ 2. By the repeated Decla- 
rations of the Apoſtle it appears, that this Propheſying 
or Preaching was a Gift of the Holy Spirit immediately 


communicated to the Perſon who exerciſed” it: And 


agreeable to this is the Senſe of the ſame Word in 4&s 
xix. 6, where Propheſying as well as Speaking with 
Tongues is declar'd to be an effect of receiving the 


| Holy Ghoſt. But our Author's Propheſying, being a 
meer Recital of the Pfalms of David, &c. by Men 


and Women jointly, was nat a Gift of the Holy Spirit 
to them, but only a Repetition of what the Holy Spirit 
had formerly dictated to others. --- - = - And 
whereas divers Women, in the Language of the Holy 
Spirit, (which our Author, p. 21. ſeems to profeſs him- 
ſelf a Proficient in) are dignified and diſtinguiſh'd by 
the Name of Propheteſſes, he takes the Liberty of con- 
founding all pious Women (both of the Apoſtolical and 
preſent Times) together, by making them all Pro- 
pheteſſes. 3. When the primitive Chriſtians prophe- 
tied, according to the Apoſtle, they were to prophe- 
tie one by one; but according to our Author's Comment 
upon the ſanie Apoſtle, they were to propheſie a/l to- 


Seeing then that in the Language of the Apoſtle 


| Paul, Propheſying and Preaching ſignified the ſame - 
thing, which alſo our Author acknowledges to be the 


Caſe 
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Caſe with reſpect to the Men in this very Epiſtle, 


therefore when the Apoſtle comes to ſpeak of the pro- 


per Behaviour of Men when they propheſied, viz. 
1 Cor. II. 4. ſaying, Every Man praying or propheſying 
having his Head covered difſhonoureth his Head, he 
muſt be interpreted to mean Preaching. And there- 


fore fince the Gift of Prophecy in every Senſe of the 


Word, (namely, whether it ſignify Exhortation, Praif- 
ing God or Prediction) is no where in the Ola or New 
Teſtament reſtricted to the Male Sex, but there are di- 
vers poſitive Inftances that it was common to both Sexes, 


(as ſhall be more amply ſhewn in the Sequel) and fince in | 
the next Verſe he uſes the ſame Words with reſpect to 


the Women as in the preceding to the Men, viz. v. 5. 
Every Woman that prayeth or propheſieth, it is there- 
fore very reaſonable, and agreeable to the Context, and 
the Apoſtle's repeated Explanation of the Word Pro- 


phecy, as alſo to the Tenour of other Parts of the | 


Holy Writings, to interpret that Paflage — 
the Woman to ſigniſy the ſame Action to be perform 


by her, requiring her to be cover'd, as by the Man, 


requiring him to be uncover'd, j. e. ſpeaking in pub- 


lick to Edification, Sc. And conſequently our Au- 
thor's Explanation of the Praying and Propheſying | 
of Women in this Place, viz. making it to fignity, 
Every Woman repeating the Prayers or Prophecics | 
of others is at beſt, but merely arbitrary, and diſagreea- 


ble to the Context and to the Tenour of other Parts of 
the Holy Writings, and ſuch as thews, that having ſet 


out with a ſtrong Prejudice againſt Women's Preaching, 


he is reſolved to maintain it. 
To confirm the above Explanation of 1 Cor. xi. rela- 


ting to the Propheſying of Women, I ſhall here fubjoin 


the Comment of a learned and impartial Man, * whoſe | 


Judgment was no way ſway'd by any View to a Party. 
« 1. It was, /ays he, the Cuſtom of Women who ap- 
« pear'd in publick to be veild. Praying and Prophe- 


———— 
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* Lock's Comment upon Pan's Epiſtles, 


« ſying 


his; nM © a. * F IY 


an Action perform 


3 © the Woman to be unvail'd more during the 


on Women's Preaching. 23 
« ſying ſeems to be the Performance of ſome particular 
„ publick Action in the Aſſembly by ſome one Perſon, 
« which was for that Time peculiar to that Perſon, 
« and whilſt it laſted the reſt of the Aſſembly ſilently 
« aſſiſted. For it cannot be ſuppoſed when the Apoſtle 
« fays, ¶ Man Praying and Propheſying, that he means 


9, 


G in common by the whole Con- 
« gregation. If he did, what Pretence could that give 

Er-. 
« tormance of ſuch an Action than at any other Time? 
« A Woman muſt be vailed in the Aſſembly; what 


{ & Pretence then or Claim could it give her to be un- 
1 © yaild that the joyn'd with the reſt of the Aſſembl 


« in the Prayer that ſome one Perſon made? Suc 

« a Praying as this could give no more Ground for 
« her being unyvailed than her being in the . 
« could be thought a Reaſon for her being unvail'd. 


„The ſame may be ſaid of Propheſying when under- 


« ſtood to fignity a Woman's joining with the Congre- 
cc _ in ſinging the Praiſes of God. But if the 

oman pray'd as the Mouth of the Aſſembly, Ec. 
« then it is like the might think ſhe might have the 


1 « Privilege to be unyail'd, bare-headed, or at leaſt 


« Open- faced as well as the Men. 
2. Propheſying, Praying and Singing were then 
« Gitts of the Holy Spirit, ſee 1 Cor. xii. 10. and 1 Cor. 
« xiv. 15. and Jude 20. And that the Spirit of God 
« and Gift of Prophecy ſhould be pourd out upon 
« Women as well as Men in the Time of the Goſpel 
« js plain from Ads ii. 17, 18. and then where could 


| © be a fitter Place for them to utter their Prophecies 


« than in the Aſſemblies ? 

« 3, When any one propheſied in St. Paul's Senſe, 
« they did it alone, the reſt remaining ſilent. See 
WF Gr. xiv. 31. And indeed how could it be other- 


« wife ? For who could join with the Perſon ſo pro- 
« pheſying in Things dictated to him alone by the 
« Holy Ghoſt, which the others could not know till 
8 the Poafol propheſying utter'd them? So 8 1 | 
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CHAP. IL 


L H E. Second Propoſition I undertook to prove, 

| was, that our Author has falſely. and unjuſtly ac- 

| cuſed Robert Barclay. | 

1 In order to which, it is neceſſary firſt of all to pre- 
| ſent to my Reader's View the Paragraph in Barclay's 
Apology, about which our Author ſo much contends, ' 
viz. the third and laſt Paragraph of the 27th Section 
of his 10th Propoſition concerning the Miniſtry, which 
is as follows: Seeing Male and Female are one in 

| „ Chriſt Jeſus, and that he hath given his Spirit no leſs | 
. « to one than the other; when God moveth by his 
I Spirit in a Woman, we judge it no ways unlawful } 
Þ „ for her to Preach in the Aſſemblies of God's People. 
|| « Neither think we; that of Paul, 1 Cor. xiv. 34. to 

| « reprove the Inconſiderate and Talkative Women 
| « among the Corinthians, who troubled the Church of 
| « Chriſt with their unprofitable Queſtions, or that, 
| « 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. that Women ought to learn in Si- 

| “ lence, not uſurping Authority over the Man, any 

| « ways repugnant to this Doctrine; becauſe it's clear, | 

| “ that Women have prophefied and preach'd in the 

l Church; elfe had that ſaying of Foe/ been badly ap- 

| „ plied by Peter, Ads ii. 17. And ſeeing Paul him- 

| « ſelf in the ſame Epiſtle to the Corimthians_giveth 

| « Rules how Women ſhould behave themſelves in their 

| « publick Preaching and Praying, it would be a ma- 


_ a a _ Py ith. a as «as " GIF 9" * - - [ 


[ <« mfeſt Contradiction if that Place were otherwiſe 

| ce taken in a larger Senſe. And the ſame Paul ſpeaks 

| « of a Woman that labour'd with him in the Work of 
the Goſpel. And it is written that Philip had four 

| „Daughters that propheſied. And laſtly, it hath been 

“ obſerved that God hath effeQtually in this Day con- 

| 


* yerted many Souls by the Miniſtry of Women, and 
= T2 | « by 
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« by them alſo frequently comforted the Souls of his 
Children; which manileſt Experience puts the thing 
« beyond all Controverſie. So tar Barclay. Upon 
whom our Author. | . | 
„Nothing is weaker, nothing is leſs candid, E9c- 
« than what Barclay ſays on this Subject. All 
« his Oracles are nothing elſe but Lies, and all his 


Arguments but ſhitting Tricks, unworthy of an ho- 


« neſt Man, and much more of a Chriſtian.” To prove 
which he proceeds, and firſt of all accuſes him of a 
Detign to impoſe on his Readers by falſe Quotations, 
and upon theſe Words, ¶ Incon/iderate and Talkative 
and unprofitable Queſtions, | ſays, “ Pray what other 
« Aim had that Man by writing in 1talick theſe Words, 
« but to make the Readers believe he cited the very 
« Words and Expreflions uſed by St. Paul himſelt, 
« and thereby perſuade them conſequently that Wo- 


men ought only to abſtain in the Church from all 


Prat ing, Prattling, Babbling and needleſs Queſtions, 


« and no ways from Preaching *” And again, Pau 


gives Rules how Women ſhould behave themſelves in 


their publick Preaching and Praying, ſays Barclay. 


And, © he writes theſe laſt Words in [ralick,” ſays our 
Author, to intimate again, that he fairly quotes 
« the very Words and Expreſſions of the Apoſtle; 
« which however he doth not.“ To theſe Allegations 


I anſwer, 
From what our Author ſays, p. 9. it is probable his 


Edition is that lately reprinted at London, wherein indeed 


the Words he mentions do ſtand in [za/ick, but let the 
Words mention'd be in Iralick, or let them be in Roman 


Character, no Intention in either Author or Editor 


follows from thence of impoſing on us ſuch Words for 
Words of Scripture. As to the Author, he is indiſpu- 
tably clear; for in the firſt Latin Edition, publiſh'd 
by himſelf at Amſterdam, 1676, as likewiſe in the 
Engliſh Edition, 1678, reviſed by himſelf, not one of 
theſe Words he cavils about, viz. | Inconſiderate and 
Talkative] * and L 
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and Praying | are in the Italick, but all are in the Roman 
Character.* Now R. Barclay died A. D. 1690. i. e. be- 
fore the other Editions, in which the Words mention'd 
ſtand in Tralick Characters, appear'd. This therefore 
is an apparent Injury done to the deceaſcd Author. 


Some of the Editors then of Robert Barclay in the 


ſubſequent Editions have put thoſe Words in Italick - 
But what then ? So they do in this very individual Pa- 
ragraph and innumerable other Places of the Book, 
divers other Words, where no Reader, in the leaſt 
acquainted with Scripture, could imagine that a Cita- 
tion from thence is meant, but only that the Words 
were conceived to be of more than ordinary Emphaſis: 
And accordingly in divers Editions are many Varia- 
tions of this kind, according to the Fancy of the Edi- 
tor or Printer. For Inſtance, in the London Edition 


of 1701 and 1736, and in that of Dublin, 1737, the 


Words | in a Woman | are in [talick, which are not fo 
in divers other Editions, and in the Folio Edition of 


1692, | Aſſemblies, God's ha os and | Comforted, Souls, 


oo are in Italick, vis. otherwiſe than in divers 
other Editions. Again, in the French Edition, publiſh'd 
in London, 1702. (a Language tis preſumed our Tra- 
veller is not unacquainted with, and from whence he 
might have made his Report, unleſs he had a ſtrong 
Propenſity to rail) the Words | Indiſcretes & Babil- 
lardes, ] (Indiſcrect and Talkative,) and | par leurs Que- 
ſtions inutiles, | (by their unprofitable Queſtions,) are 
not in Iralick, but in Roman; but the Words | Ef- 


* Nay even in the Dablin Edition, printed in 1737, [Inconſiderate and Talka- 
rive] and [Preaching and Praying] are not in 7ralick, but in the Reman Character. 

+ If all the Editions of Barclay be examin'd, it will be found that the Work of 
each Printing-Houſe differs in the Italick. Some Houſes have plenty of thay Letter: 
And Moxen, in his Art of Printing, p. 220. ſays, „A good Compoſitor is ambi- 
& tious ----------and conlequently conſiders how to order his Work as how to 
« make his Identing, Pointing, Breaking, Ttalicking, &c. the better ſympathize with 
« the Author's Genius, and the Capacity of the Reader: Adding to theſe the Li- 
berty that Editors and Correctors of the Preſs often take of diſtinguiſhing particu- 


lar Words according to their own Fancy, it may not ſeem ſtrange to ſec the Hack 


in the Editions printed by Some and Railton in London, interſperſed more plentiful- 
ly than in the Editions publiſh'd in D«b/in or elſewhere, where that Character wa* 


more ſcarce. 
fectivemeut 
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fectivement converti pluſieres Ames, and Miniflere des 
Femmes, | near the End of the Paragraph, are in [talick. 
And pray why has not our Author order'd his Printer 
to put theſe Words alſo in Italic as they ſtand in the 
later Editions? Truly he plainly here incurs a Suſpi- 
cion of that Cunning which he in vain attempts to tax 


1 Robert Barclay with. However let us hear him further. 


* You ſhall not, /ays he, find any thing in the Chapter 
cited by Barclay, that might in the leaſt induce you 
to believe, or eyen ſuppoſe, that the Women of Co- 
« rinth were then troubling the Church with their unſea- 
« ſonable Talkativeneſs, or fooliſh Queſtions. It is but 
« a groundleſs Suppolition, Sc.“ To which I anſwer, 

That the Div iſion of the Bible into Chapter and Verſe 
is but a modern Invention, aud oſtentimes done in ſuch 
a Manner as to break the Connexion of the Parts of 
the Diſcourſe; and to judge of the Meaning of an ob- 
ſcure Paſlage, it is olten neceſſary to read the whole 
Epiſtle, &c. and thereby enquire into the Occaſion and 
Deſign of it, and the State of the Perſons written to, in 
order to form the moſt probable and conſiſtent Inter- 
pretation. Ks 


Now in the preſent Caſe, it is certain that the Corin- 


 thians to whom the Apoſtle at that Time wrote, were 


not only a very weak, but a very diſorderly Company 
of Believers, as appears from divers Fatlages in the 
Epiſtle, particularly the Introduction in Chap. i. as alſo 
Chap. iii. Verſe 1, 2, 3, 4. And 1, Bretbren, could not 


ſpeak unto you as unto ſpiritual, but as unto carnal, even 


as unto Babes in Chriſt. I have fed you with Milk, aud 
not with meat, for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, nei- 
ther yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal; for where- 
as there is among you, Envying, and Striſe, and Divi- 


1 /ons, are ye not carnal, and walk as Men? For while one 
1 /aith, I am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are ye 


uot carual ® And Chap. vi. V. 6. Brother goeth to Law 


1 with Brother. And ſee Chap. xi. V. 20, 21. ----- When 
ye come together therefore into one Place, this is not to eat 
the Lord's Supper; for in Eating every one taketh before 

. D 2 


other 
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other his own Supper, and one is hungry and another 
is drunken. And laſtly, the general Tenour of the 
14th Chapter, of which the Words that are the Subject 
of the preſent Diſpute are a Part, is to adviſe them how | 
they ſhould exerciſe their Gifts to Edification, and with 
Decency and Order. From this weak, diſorderly and 
ſactious Condition theretore-ot the Church of Corinth at 
that I ime, joyn'd to the Contideration of the natural 
Loquacity ot the Female Sex, and their Proneneſs to 
take part with their Husbands, it appears to be not a 
groundleſs, but a very probable Suppoſition, that thoſe 


Women might ſometimes be but too apt to diſturb the 


Peace of the Church. | : 
But our Author proceeds, and ſays, © I diſcover | 
another ſhametul Inſtance of Obliquity and Deceit- 
“ fulneſs in what Barclay quotes out of 1 Jim. ii. i. e. 
in Retrenching out of the Place he quotes theſe Words 
cc 7 ſuffer not a Woman to Teach.] Do you not now, 
* ſays he, diſcover, by what Spirit our Writer was 
% Moved, when he wrote his Book? Whether it was 
his own Spirit, or the Spirit of a certain Court, that 
& fet him at Work, in order to create new Diviſions 
* among the Engliſh, as it is commonly believed, it is 
* a Thing I would not determine.“ I preſume, he 
means the Court of Rome. eh 
This is a dark Suggeſtion of our Author, which tho 
void of all Proof, (and the contrary whereof, if it were 
worth while to take notice of every Reviler, might be 
demonſtrated by living Witneſſes of Barclay's Lite, 
Converſation, Diſpoſition, and - divers Sufferings and 
worldly Diſadvantages he underwent on the Account of 
the Profeſſion he had embraced, as alſo by the general 
Tenour of his Writings againſt the Corruptions of 
Popery, and particularly his "Treatiſe of Univerſal 
Love, and his Anarchy of the Ranters, and Hierarchy 
of the Romaniſts, wherein he expreſsly writes againſt 
the Papiſts) yet utter it he will, and thereby manifeſt 
his Scurrility and want of the principal of all the Chri- 
ſtian Graces, Charity. | CT. 
SF: ut 
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But in anſwer to his Concluſion of Obliquity and 
Deceitfulneſs in what Barclay quotes out ot 1 Tim. ii. 
I] obſerve, I. That Barclay profeſſes to treat the 
Subject of Women's Preaching in a ſhort and ſummary 
Manner, (ſee his foregoing Paragraph where he 
introduces it) writing but one Paragraph upon it, and 
in this Paragraph accordingly ſtudy ing Brevity, he 
does not cite, but only glance at divers, even of the 
Texts that made for his Purpoſe; for Inſtance, the 
Words ©& Seeing Male and Female are one in Chriſt 
** Jeſus, and that he gives his Spirit no leſs to one 
than to the other; as allo © a Woman that La- 
„ boured with Paul in the Work of the Goſpel,” he 
could have eaſily deduced from (and ſupported by 


Citations from) Scripture, if he had intended to have 


diſcuſſed this Point at large. And again, of one of the 
Principal Texts that he cites in his own Favour, viz. 
Ads 11. 17. he does not repeat the Words, but only 
refers to the Place; ſurely then a generous Reader 


would have indulged him in the ſame Liberty with re- 


ſpect to the Texts that ſeem'd to make againſt him; 


and indeed he cites the two ſtrongeſt in all the Bible, 
naming both the Chapters and Verſes, where his Rea- 
| der might, with very little Trouble, find out his 
Fraud, if he intended any, which how conſiſtent it is 


with the Character of Cunning and Craftineſs which 
our Author would faſten upon him, I leave to the 
impartial Reader. 2. Whereas of the ſeveral Texts 
he either hints at or cites, whether for or againſt him- 
ſelf, he does not in any one of 'em repeat the Words 
of the Text entirely and preciſely, but thinks it ſuffi- 


cient to tell the Senſe and Deſign of them, which is 


apparently the Caſe with reſpect to the Text in the 
Corinthians, about which our Author has made ſo much 


fruitleſs Stir, as is evident furthermore by Barclay's 


Words [ That of Paul 1 Cor. xiv. 34. 70 reprove, 


E3c.” | ſo in this Text of Timothy he appears to have 
thought it ſufficient likewiſe to ſignify the Senſe 9 the 
VV ext 
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| Text in theſe Words, That Women ought to learu cc 
i in Silence ; which, when rigidly interpreted, a. « 
ll mount to the full Extent of the other Words, I /affer || « 
| not a Woman to Teach; and that he neither was (nor ft 
7 had Reaſon to be) apprehenlive, that if he had added 

'' theſe laſt Words he would thereby have betray'd his || « 


5 « Seeing Paul himſelf in the ſame Epiſtle to the Coriu- « 
5 „ thians, gives Rules how Women ſhould behave « 
1 « themſelves in their publick Preaching * and Praying, 
8 eit would be a manifeſt Contradiction if that Place a 
"i « were otherwiſe taken in a larger Senſe,” i. e. if the ;; 
l | 1 Cor, xiv. 34. were interpreted to be a Prohibition of 
. all Speaking in the Church; and for the ſame Reaſon | q 
"i would there be a Contradiction in underſtanding the n 
ll other Text in Timothy to prohibit all Teaching without 4 
. Limitation. And indeed Barclay has the Countenance t. 
of divers learned Commentators N wrote with no \ 


Cauſe, is evident from the Words he ſubjoins, viz. || « 
| 


View to eſpouſe the Cauſe of the Quakers) to interpret 
theſe Texts with a Limitation and Exception, vis. not 
| only Locke, but alſo Pool and Grotius. The laſt on 
F 1 Cor. xi. 5. having premiſed that there were divers 
a Female-Propheteſſes both in the Ola and New Teftament, 
1 who were wont publickly to expound the Holy Pro- 
| phets, concludes thus; © Wheretore Paul's forbidding 
| « Women to exerciſe the Gift of Teaching in 1 Cor. 
1} « xiv. 34. is to be underſtood with an Exception, un- 
f „ Js they have a ſpecial Command from God And Pool 
on 1 Tim. ii. viz. © I ſuffer not a Woman to Teach, ſays, 
that © this is to be underſtood of ordinary Women 
| « and ordinary Caſes, not concerning ſuch as prophe- 
1 « fied from an extraordinary Motion or Impulſe from 
4 the Spirit: For we read of Women-Propheteſles, in 
c the Ola and New Teftament, as Huldah, Anna, and 


. . 
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ll. That Pcopheſying and Preaching are ſynonimoys in Paul's Senſe has been ſhewn 


„ Philip's 


1 n the preceding Chapter. 


Chriſt to all them that look d for Redemption eng 
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« Philip's four Daughters; and of ſome Women in the 


Primitive Church, viz. 1 Cor. xi. 5. that they pro- 


« pheſied. See here a Senſe of this Text different 
from our Author's, but agreeable to Barclays. 
And on 1 Cor. xiv. 34. Certainly if the Spirit of 


Prophecy came upon a Woman in the Church ſhe 


« might ſpeak, as Auna and I cannot tell how 
« Philip's tour Daughters propheſied, if it was not in 
« the Preſence of many.” | 

Ius theſe learned Commentators, than whom it is 
apparent that our Author is a Man of much more nar- 


row Principles. 


But to ſhew that the Words, I ſafer not a Woman to 
Teach, are far from being a general Rule, admitting of 


no Exceptions, I ſhall produce three Inſtances out of 


the Sacred Records, where we have the Approbation of 
the Holy Ghoſt, of Women's Teaching Men in Divine 
Matters. - | | 

To ſay nothing at preſent of Deborah, Huldah and 


Judith (though theſe are eminent Inſtances of it) I 
| reter firſt to Judges xiii. where the Angel of the Lord 
appeared unto Manoah and his Wife, the Mother of 
1 Samſon ; and Verſe 19. Manoah took a Kid with 
4 Meat-Offeriug, and offered it upon a Rock unto the 


Lord, and the Angel of the Lord did wondrouſly 
and Manoah and his Wife looked on, and fell on their 
Faces to the Ground. Then Manoah knew that he 
was an Angel of the Lord, and Manoah ſaid unto his 
Wife, We ſball ſurely die, becauſe we have ſeen God. But 
his Wife ſaid unto him, If the Lord were pleaſed 10 kill us, 
He would not have received a Burnt-Offering and 4 
Meat-Offering at our Hands, neither would he have 
ſhewed us all theſe Things, nor would as at this Time told 
us ſuch Things as theſe. Here the Wife knew more of 
the Mind of God, had more Faith and more Reaſon 
than the Husband. 2. In the New Teftament, Anna 
the Propheteſs, Luke ii. ſpake in the Temple concerning 


he 
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The 34 Inſtance is from Ads 18. where we read that 
Aquila and Priſcilla inſtructed the eloquent and mighty 
Apollos, expounding unto him the Way of God more per- 
fely. And accordingly Paul, Rom. xvi. 3. ſays, Greet 
Priicilla and Aquila, my Helpers in Chriſt Feſus. 

To proceed, © it is clear, ſays Barclay, that Wo- 
« men have preach'd and propheſied in the Church; 
« elſe had that ſaying of Joel been badly applied by 
« Peter, Ads ii. 17, 18.“ Upon which our Author. 
That Women have prophelicd I grant; that Women 
«© have preach'd in the Church I deny.“ For an An- 
{wer to this I refer to my fourth Chapter, wherein the 
Matter of Fact in diſpute is conſider'd at large. In 
the mean Time, it is neceſſary in this Place to conſi- 
der the Text here reterrd to, which runs thus: It 
ſhall come to paſs in the laſt Days, ſaith God, T 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Sons 
aud your Daughters ſball propheſie, Egc. And on my 
Servants, and ou my Hand- Maideus (mark the Redu- 
duplication) I will pour out in thoſe Days of my Spirit, 
and they ſhall propheſie.” Our Author indeed ſeems 
ftrongly inclin'd to confine the Completion of this Pro- 
phecy to the Day of Pentecoſt; but beſides that the 
Words in thoſe Days, and upon all Fleſb, thew it to be 
of a larger Extent, the laſt Days commonly in the 
New Teftament ſignify the Goſpel Times, or the Days of 


the Meſſiah in general. See Heb. i. 2. 2 Tim. ili. 1. 


2 Pet. iii. 3. 1 John ii. 18. Jude 18. And by the 
Teſtimony of Paul in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, we 


find that Propheſying (i. e. 1 as has been 


ſhewn in the preceding Chapter) as a Gift of the Holy 
Spirit (as well as the Gift of Tongues) did ſubſiſt, and 
was frequent in the Church many Years after the Days 
of Pentecoſt, Nor can any one that ſeriouſly conſiders 
the Application of that Prophecy of Joel by the Apo- 
ſtle Peter, and compares it with the Context, interpret 
it to ſignify any other than a more plentiful and more 
general Efluſion of the Holy Spirit on Mankind (Male 


and 
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and Female) than * in former Times, and therefore, 
that whereas Women as well as Men had formerly been 
inſpir'd with the Gift of Prophecy, that now this Gift 
ſhould be more frequent than formerly, whereas ac- 
cording to our Author it ſhould be much rarer, or ra- 
ther it ſhould entirely ceale. For according to him all 
the Propheſying of all pious Women in the Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, . (the moſt proper Place one would think to 
utter Prophecies in) whether of the Apoſtolick Age or 

reſent, was and 1s no more than a Repetition or 
Nang jointly with the Men of the Songs of others, 
and chiefly thoſe with which the good Spirit of God 
once vouchſafed to inſpire thoſe of the old Times. 
Our Author however appears to manifeſt a Conſciouſneſs 
that this untoward Prophecy muſt needs mean ſomething 
more than that, which ſeems to have extorted from him 
the general but obſcure Conceſſion of his which we read 
in Page 17th, © Till then I grant that the Women, who 
© in the Beginning were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
“ might have propheſied- in the Church, according to 
« the Prediction of Joel. What this Propheſying of the 
Women in the Beginning, according to Joel was, we 
arc never to learn, it ſeems, from our Author; but the 
Queſtion between him and us is, ſuppoſing that the 
Women then really by being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
did propheſie, according to Joel, (whether ſuch Pro- 

hecy conſiſted in Praiſing God, in Exhortation or in 
Prediction) what was the moſt proper Place where they 
ſhould exerciſe that Divine Gift? Or, where it would 
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„ Borkit on this Text fays, (and with him alſo divers learned Expoſitors agree) 
1 In the laſt Days, i. e. the Days of the Meſſias, there ſhould be a moſt plentiful 
« Effuſion of the Spirit upon all Fleſh, 7. e. upon Fews and Gentiles, and upon all 
« Sorts of Petſons without Diſtin&ion, old and young, Sons and Daughters, Bond 

t« and Free. And learn thence, ſays he, that the Spirit of God is a free Spirit, nor 
« confined to any Party, to any Orders or Degrees of Men, but plentifully and 


* abundantly pour'd forth, under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, upon all Believers. It 


* js one of the great Cheats that the Pope hath impoſed on the World, to perſuade 
< Men that the Spirit of God is tied to the Pommel of his Chair.” Matthew Hay 
on this Text, ſays, ©* We read of four Siſters in one Family that were Propheteſſes. 
e Not Parents only, but the Children ſhall de filled with the Holy Spirit; which 
ci intimates the Continuance of this Gift for ſome Ages ſucceſſively in the Church. 
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Women who did labour with him in the Goſpel, viz. in 
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moſt effectually anſwer the End for which it was given? 
Which; whether in a Religious Aſſembly, or in a 
Market or Fair, or in any other Aſſembly met for ano- 
ther Purpoſe, I leave to the unbyaſs'd Reader to de- 
termine. | STS 

But again, © Barclay furthermore ſays, the ſame 
« Paul tpeaks of a Woman that labour'd with him in 
« the Work of the Goſpel, and it is written, that f 
« Philip had four Daughters that propheſied.” On f 
which our Author, © Frivolous Evaſion, vain Subter- 2 
„ fuge! I ſuppoſe, he means one Per/is or Perſida, * 
&« Rom. xvi. 12. but yet we do not read that the la- 
„ boured with Paul in the Work of the Goſpel. t 

But ] ſhall give him an undeniable Inſtance of divers 


Phil. iv.3. Help thoſe Women which i 5 'tvayytviw owivturdr pos 
laboured {earneſtly with me in the Goſpel, with Clement 
and other my Fellow Labourers, whoſe Names are in the 
Book of Life. Here the Word -nidwwr is very expreſ- | 7 
ſive, ſignifying a powerful and earneſt Labour with t 
another, and the Women ate herc joyn'd with the reſt 
of his Male Fellow-Labourers: e 

Let us, however, hear our Author further concern- 
ing Perſis and the four Daughters of Philip, who pro- 
pheſied, whom he is determin'd for ever to exclude 
trom the Pulpit or Preaching in the Church. © Could 
« not, ſays he, Per/is, by her private Conferences; 
« convince both Fews and Gentiles of her Acquain- 
c tance that jeſus was the Meſſias.” Here we ſec, even 
by an Adverlary, the Work (and one of the very prin- 
cipal Works too) of a Miniſter, nay of an Apoſtle, 

ranted to a Woman, though without a Pulpit.. 
J ſhall only ſay, that it that Work were well done, tis 
no matter whether it were done out of a Pulpit or in it. 
And as to the. tour Daughters of *Philip, who prophe- 
fied, I ſay, in the Words of the learned Men above 
cited, * what Place ſo proper for them to utter their 
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Prophecies in as a Church or a Chriſtian Aſſembly? Our 
Author's Interpretation of this to mean Catechizing of 
young Girls, is ridiculous. His other Suppoſition of 
its ſignifying Prediction, is arbitrary and void of all 
Proof. And whereas he ſays, It is very ſtrange to 
6 © ſee Barclay continually ſuppoſing that Propheſying 
n © and Preaching is always the ſame thing,” it is as 
t ſtrange to ſee our Author determin'd that they never 
n ſhall (though in many Places, both of the Ola and New 
| Teftament, he grants they de) ſignify the ſame thing 
, || when it makes againſt himſelf, xp 
Barclays laſt Argument, drawn from Experience, is 
 F this, © Laſtly, ſays he, it hath been obſerv'd, that 
s God hath effectually in this Day converted man 
n | © Souls by the Miniſtry of Women, and by them alſo 
„ | © comforted the Souls of his Children, which ma- 
t | © niteft Experience puts the thing beyond all Contro- 
e © verſie.” Upon which, all (excluſive of idle Ha- 
| rangue) that I find worth Notice in our Author is 
h | this, © As the thing aſſerted by him, is Matter of Fact, 
ſt | © we have no Warranty tor, but his bare Word, we 
1“ may, I think, without Breach of Charity, queſtion 
1s | © the Truth of it.” I anſwer, Facts arc ſtubborn 
Things, very often baffling our teeble Reaſonings; 
e | and I belicye this Argument of Barclays will be found 
d |} to ſtand impregnable againſt all his Batteries, having 
s, | been, through the Goodneſs of God, confirm d now 
by the Experience of above forty Years ſince the De- 
n | ccaſe of that worthy Author; and indeed ſuch has 
\- been the Force of Truth, that our Adverfary him- 
e, ſelf has unwittingly acknowledg'd it, and comes in as 
.- | 2 corroborating Evidence. “ You,” ſays he, p. 5, ſpeak- 
is | ing to May Drummond, © have ſhewn in ſome publick 
t. © Diſcourſes, that you may when you pleaſe, ipeak 
„ © long, and with Order, upon the fame Subject.“ And 
e | 2,15. © You Teach when you Preach.” I ſay then, It 
ir | God hath lighted the Candle, where thall it be put, un- 
der a Buſhel or on a Candleſtick ? 
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CHAP. Ill 


Come now ſummarily, but more diſtinctly, to thew | 
BK what Part of Religious Duties, both publick and 
private, Women have been allow'd and enjoyn'd to ex- 
erciſe, by the Approbation of the Holy Spirit, recorded 
in the Scriptures. 

If we will believe our Author, our Women in all 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies are to- be little more than Parrots, | 
and indced his way of treating the Female Sex has put 
me in mind of a ranting kind ot People, who held that 
Women had no Souls; which Opinion, though it needs 
no Confutation, yet becauſe many ſober Perions ſeem 
to have thought too meanly concerning that Sex, with 
regard to the Duties of Religion, it ſeems to be worth 
while to enquire whether or no, and how far they may 
be poſſeſſed with Powers capable of being exerciſed to 
God's Glory, both in a private and a publick Way, | 
being affured, that as by ſtifling and ſuppreſſing the 
Exerciſe of ſuch Abilities, the Cauſe of Piety and Vir- 
tue in the World is greatly hurt; ſo that by cheriſhing 
and encouraging them with Chriſtian Prudence it may 
be as much promoted. | 

Firſt of all then, we find by the Teſtimony of the 
Apoſtle, Gal, iii. 28. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
Bond nor Free, Male nor Female, but that all are one in 

Chriſt Jeſus; and that the Woman, altho' the weaker 
Veſſel, yet, 1 Pet, iii. 7. is Heir together of the Grace of 
Life with the Man: And that Women are capable of 
being inſpir'd, or fill'd with the Holy Ghoſt as well as 
Men, appears not only from Lake ii. but divers other 
Places both of the O/a and New Teftament. . 

But more particularly, ---------- “ All Mankind, as 
« the pious Author of the Whole Duty of Man obſerves, 
, is 
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te ig the Pupil and Diſciple of Female Inſtitution, the 
« Daughters till they write Women, and the Sons till 
« the firſt ſeven Years be paſt, the Time when the 
« Mind is moſt ductile, and prepar'd to receive Impreſs 
« fion, being wholly in the Care and Conduct ot the 
« Mother; and it is wiſely obicrved by Ariftotle in his 
« Politicks, that the Eſtate of Republicks entirely 
„ hangs on private Families, the little Monarchies 


© both compoling and giving Laws to the great. And 


the Wiſe Man, Prov. i. 8. and vi. 20. ſays My Son keep 


thy Father's Commandments, and forſake wot the Lau 


tby Mother. Here Mothers in general may ſhine, and 
the more pious and, virtuous they are, the better Im- 
preſſions they will make on the Minds of their tender 
Offspring, and the better Men, and the more ſervicea- 
ble in the Common-wealth, ſhall we have rear d. 
It was in this Capacity probably, that Eunice and Lois 
the Mother and Grandmother of Timothy ſhone. When, 
ſays Paul, 2 Tim. i. 5. I call to remembrance the unfeigned 
Faith that is iu thee, which dwelt firſt in thy Grang- 


mot her Lois, and thy Mother Eunice. And 2 Jm. iii. 14, 
15. Continue thou in the Things which thou haſt learned, 


&c. And from a Child thou haſt kuown the Holy Scriptures. 
We read alſo, Prov. xxxi. of a Prophecy which King 
Lemuel's Mother taught him, containing not only a fine 


— 


2 As on the other hand, a total Neglect here is apt to be attended with all the 


icious Conſequences of uncultivated Minds, abangon'd to the Controul of un- 
fanRified Paſſions. And here the Obſervation of an * N Writer [on the Hard 
ſhips of the Engliſh Laws with relation to Wives, ] deſerves the Notice of our Wo- 
men. * The uſual Way, ſays he, of educating young Women ſeems as if it were 
e calculated on purpoſe to awaken all the Affections of the Heart, at the ſame 


* Time that it bo them of the proper Counterballance, the Strength of the 


« Head. That which glitters in the Eye, ſtrikes the Fancy and charms the Im:gi- 
e nation, being repreſented to them as the moſt improving Objects for their Con- 
<« templation and Learning. The Attainment of a fine Air, a graceful Motion, an 
« elegant Fancy in Dreſs, a W of the faſhionable Complements and Ci- 
« yilities at receiving and paying Viſits, with more Accompliſhments of the like 
& Importance, are recommended to them as the ſureſt Means of obtaining the 
Love and Admiration of the Men, and procuring an advantagious Settlement in 
« Marriage, which is propoſed to them as their higheſt Advancement, and the 
% End and Deſign of all their Attainments. Can any one ſuppoſe that a young Crea- 


„ture thus diſciplin'd, ſhould ever take it into her Head, that her trueſt Happineis, 
s as well as greateſt Honour, ſhould ariſe from the Service of God and free Ex. 
6 ertion of her own Soul? (15k 5 


A © Deſcription 
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| Deſcription of a virtuous Woman, but alſo excellent 


Inſtructions to a Prince. Again, 

Titus ii. 3, 4, 5. Let the aged Women be in Behaviour 
as becometh Holineſs, -----== Teachers of good Things, 
that they may teach the young Women to be ſober, to love 
their Husbands, &c. -- And thus hath the Holy 
Spirit authoriz'd and enjoyn'd Women to teach in a 
private way. Moreover our Savionr not only did not 
think it beneath him to converſe with, and inſtruct the 


— » 2 


Samaritan Woman concerning the Nature of the Wor- 


ſhip of God, but likewiſe made her an Inftrument of the 
Converſion of her Fellow-Citizens. And again,. — 
As the Women, by occaſion of their ſuperior Piety, 
became the firſt Witneſſes of the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
he made them the firſt Meſſengers to declare this moſt 
important Truth to the Men, who had deſerted their 
Lord and Matter in his laſt Suffering. Now, ſurely, 
as thoſe Women not only might, but were commanded 
to tell their Brethren what they had ſeen and heard, 
the Analogy will hold, that it is at leaſt not unlawful 
for ſuch pious Women of our Time, whom having 
been dead in their Sins, the Spirit of him that 
raiſed up ſeſus from the Dead, hath (according to the 
Apoſtle's Teſtimony concerning the primitive Believers) 


quickned unto Newneſs of Lite, to teſtify the ſame unta |} 


their Brethren, and invite them to come, and hear for 


themſclves as they did, and agreeably to the ſaying 


of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. Ixvi. 16. to declare what God. 


hath done for their Souls, 1 5 


* * . . > 


But furthermore, Pra 


ly, is recommended as a Duty proper for Women. 
"Thus the Widow indeed, 1 Jm. v. 5. truſteth in Goa, 
and continueth in Supplications and Prayers Night and 
Day. And Ads 1.14. The Apoſtles coutinued with one 


Accord in Prayer and Supplication with the Women; and 


the Prayers and Divine Songs of Women in ancient 
Times, both on Private and on Publick Occaſions, are 
recorded in Holy Writ, and by the V/iſdom of God 
preſerved 


| yer. and Supplication to Al- 
mighty God, both jointly with the Men and ſeparate- 
ght) 3 J . Parat. 
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preſerved for the Uſe and Obſervation of ſucceeding 
times: But becauſe our Author, in the two Articles of 
1 Prayer and Praiſes to Almighty God, has in a particular 
manner vilified our Chriſtian Women, by making them 
uncapable of either, but as meer Repeaters, it may be 
worth while to hear him on theſe two Heads. And I/. 
| of Prayer, p. 29. he ſays, © By praying, as a publick Per- 
« ſon, or as a Speaker for the whole Congregation, you 
« uſurp Authority over the Man, by invading a Branch 
« of the Paſtoral Office which he, and he alone, ſhould 
e pertorm in the Church; and as it is a Shame for you 
« todo it, ſo it is as great a Shame for your Congrega- 
« tion to ſufler it, as it would be for the two houſes 
« of the Britiſh Parliament to ſuffer a Woman to appear 
« at their Head, and to read for them their Addreſs 
« to his Majeſty.” Me | 
Surely the Rebuke 'of God is here applicable to him, 
as mentioned in P/al. l. 21.“ Thou thoughteſt that I was 
altogether ſuch an one as thy ſelf, but I will reprove thee. 
As if the all perfect Being reſpected Sexes, and not the 
Diſpoſition of Mind, wherewith Mankind approacheth 
him; the contrary whereof we learn from the Holy 
| Records. For we, read of Judith c. ix. That ſhe prayed _ 
to God in a moſt ſolemn and Publick Manner on behalf 
of the People of Hrael, (which Prayer is a Part of the 
Service of the Church of England) and was accepted 
of him in a moſt ſignal Manner, being made an In- 
ſtrument of Deliverance to that People, then juſt on 
the Brink of Deſtruction. 24/y. As to Praiſes or Divine 
Songs, all our Chriſtian Women, in their publick Devo- 
tions, are by our Author abſolutely reſtricted to a 
Recital © of Spiritual Songs, diftated of old by the 
_« Spirit of God, or compoſed ſince by ſome pious learned 
Divines. See here again, the old monopolizing Spi- 
rit. Their Songs of later Date muſt be entirely ſuch 
as have been compoſed for them by ſome pious and 
learned Divines, i. e. of the Maſculine Gender; that is 
to ſay, although the Divine Spirit did formerly inſpire 
Women as well as Men with Songs of Praiſe, Ec. 2 
N : , | ws 2 
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by Grace it becomes a Divine Gift ; 3aly. That the 


theſe are received as Standards into the Service of the 
Church of England, as the Song ot Deborah, of Hannah, 
of the Bleſſed Virgin, Cc. yet ſince the Days of Chriſt, 
if we ſhould believe our Author, either the Divine 
Grace and good Spirit is grown effete with Age, or the 
Women arc degenerated, ſo as to be no longer capable 
of the Divine Impreſſion, ſo that all Compoſitions of 
this kind muſt come entirely' from the learned of the 
Male Sex. Here he forgets, I,. That Poetry is a 
Gift of Nature, not Study; 24ly. That when ſanctified 


Poetick Flame is not confined to the maſculine Gender. 
For not only Antiquity, but the later Ages, have pro- 
duced excellent Poeteſſes, and even on Divine Sub- 
jects; and to ſay that they alſo were inſpired would as 
I apprehend be no Indignity, but an Honour to that 
Divine Spirit, which is every where preſent, and in 
whom we live, move and have our Being. But our 
Chriſtian Women are by our Author reduced to a much 
lower ſituation than either the Jewiſßh or Heat heniſb. 
For ours are but meer Repeaters, but many of theirs 
were Originals, not only on more private Occaſions, 
as in the Song of Hannah, 1 Sam. li. 1. but alſo on 
Publick ones, as in that of Deborah, Fudges v. being a 
Song of Triumph and Praiſe to the Lord on Behalf 
of the People of Iſael; and the Thankſgiving of | 
Anna, the Prep bete, to the Lord in the Temple, upon 
the ſolemn Occaſion of the Preſentation of the Child 
* to the Lord. Thus we have ſeen that Women 
ave becn authorized by the Holy Spirit to be exer- 
cifed in Religious Duties, not only private but publick 
alſo, according to their Gifts and Abilities 3 and as a 
worthy Elder * obſerved, As in preparing for the 
« Tabernacle of the old Covenant, the wiſe-hearted In- 
e /pired Women (Exod. xxxv.) wrought as well as the 
« wiſc-hearted Inſpired Men, ſo ought they alſo now 
in repairing the Tabernacle of the New Covenant 
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e and Reſtitution of all things: Vet as according to 
« the Wiſdom of God, the Woman being the weaker. 
« Veffel, and of weaker Capacity (yet Help-meets 
«to the Men) had the eatier Part, the Needle-work 
« allotted to them, ſo is it now.“ 


f ; 2 , Shs Sts. 4 


But notwithſtanding this general Rule, the Power 
and Pleature of Almighty God is not to be confined 
within 1 narrow Limits as vain Man would align 
to it. He has not ſo neceſſarily entailed ſuperiour 
Wiſdom on the Maſculine Part of human Race, but 
that the Feminine ſometimes have it; for we have 
ſeen, that both in a more private way Samſous Mother 
taught her Husband, Priſcilla taught Apollos; and in 
a publick one God hath ſometimes enabled Women to 
Judge, Lead, Inſtruct, Pray for and Deliver his 
People, particularly Deborah, Hulaab, . Et ber and 
Judith, in the Old Teſtament, and Anna the Pro 
n in the New, See Judges iv. 5. 2 Chron. 34. the 
Book of Eſther. Fudith viii. 9. 13. and Luke 2. and 
this tends to the Exaltation of the Power of Almighty. 
God, who diſtributes bis Gitts as he pleaſeth, and of. 
whom we read, That he hath choſeu the weak things of. , 
&« the World to confound the mighty, that no Fleſh fboul# 
« glory in his Preſence.” PT 
True it is, that tis not every pious Woman, whoſe 
either Inſtructions, Prayers or Thankſgivings in a 
private way may be acceptable to God, that muſt 


| thence preſume to Teach Men in Publick, but every 
Member in the Spiritual Oeconomy is to perform its 


proper Function, and the Eunices and Loig's, who may 
thine to God's Glory in a private Capacity, muſt not 
aſpire to be Deborabs or Fudiths; for by thus intruding 
into the Province of others, they would bring Scandal 
on their Sex and Profeſſion, and cauſe fuch Adverſaries 
as our Traveller to ſpeak re proachſully, as the Apoſtle 
fays on another Occaſion. 8 Ns 
But becauſe this Obſervation belongs only to a few, , 
I ſhall for Truth's ſake, and to do Juſtice to the reſt of 
the too much degraded Sex, here tranſcribe for their 
K 5 Obſeryatiow 
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Obſervation a Paragraph from the Preface of the pious | 


Author of the Whole Duty of Man, to his Lady's Cal- 
ling, viz. It may be a neceſſary Charity to the Fe- 
« male Sex, to acquaint them with their own Value, 


„ animate them to ſome higher Thoughts of them- 


ce ſelves, and not to yield their Suffrage to thoſe inju- 
« rjous Eſtimates the World hath made of them, and 


& from a ſupposd Incapacity of nobler Things to neglect 


* 


« the Purſuit of them, from which God and Nature 
« have no more precluded the Feminine than the Maſ- 


« culine Part of Mankind. As to their perſonal Accom- 
« pliſhments, ſays he, and peculiarly, that which is 
« the moſt principal Endowment of the Rational 


4 Nature, I mean their Underſtanding, it will be a lit- 
ce tle hard to pronounce that they are naturally inferior 
« to Men, when it is conſider'd how much of extrinſick 


« Weight is put in the Balance to turn it on the Men's 
« fide. Men have their Parts cultivated and improved 
« by Education, refined and ſubtilized by Learning | 
« and Arts, are like an incloſed Piece of a Common, | 


« which by Induſtry and Husbandry becomes a dif- 
« ferent thing trom the reſt, tho' the natural Turf 


« own'd no ſuch Inequality; and truly had Women 


A 


« the ſame Advantage, I dare not ſay, but they would 


« make as good Returns of it; ſome of thoſe few that 


« have been tried have been eminent in ſeveral Parts 
« of Learning. To omit the modern Inſtances, 
« Theano, after the Death of Pythagoras, kept up his 
« School. Socrates conteſſes himſelf to have been in- 
« ſtructed, not only in Rheortick by 4/patia, but 
« even in the higheſt Point of Philoſophy by Diotime. 
« The Roman Story informs us of the deep Wiſdom 
« of Tanaquil, Cornelia, Livia, to paſs by others. 
« And were we ſure they would have Ballaſt to their 
“ Sails, have Humility enough to poize them againſt 
the Vanity of Learning, I ſee not why they might 
© not be more frequently intruſted with it; for if 
« they could be ſecured againſt this Weed, doubtleſs 
e the Soil is rich enough to bear a good Crop. 


A 


« But 
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A SI have in the preceding Chapter enumerated the 
ſeveral Religious Duties, which Women have 

. been both permitted and enjoyned to exerciſe in the | 
Sacred Writings, it remains upon me now to confi- 
der one Article more minutely, i. 6. to prove that 
the Preaching, or Speaking of Women in Chriſtian |! 
Aſſemblies to Edification, is a Practice ſupportable | 
by found Reaſon and the Authority of Holy Writ. 

In Order to this, it may be neceſſary to premiſe, 
that by Preaching I Jo not mean ſuch a Speaking unto | 
which is eſſential - either a Pulpit or a Methodical 
Diſcourſe of halt an Hour or an Hour long, or ſuch | 
| a Speaking as muſt be exerciſed by only one Perſon in | 
# Congregation, -without Liberty given to others to | 
ipeak with Decency and in Order in their Turns, nei- 
ther of theſe being effential to Preaching according to | 
the Scripture-Senſe thereof, as is before proved, but 
ſome of 'em contrary to the primitive Practice deſcribed 
in the New Jeſtament, particularly in 1 Cor. xiv. ſo 
that my Female Preacher is under no Neceſlity of | 
making a long Speech, becauſe, according to the pri- | 
mitive Pattern, the has Coadjutors; and tho' ſhe ſhould | 
utter oniy five Words, ſack as thoſe of the Beloved ö 
Ditciple, “ Dear Children, Love one another, it is 
ſil! Preaching (or Propheſying in Paul's Senſe,) and \ 
therefore there is no ſuch infaperable Difficulty in this 
Affair, nor is it ſo far above the Level of Female | 
Capacitics as fome imagine. But yet again, neither | 
do | mean that every Woman, or that every ingenious | 
Woman, or any fooliſh Woman, nor do I mean that | 
every good Woman, (whoſe: Virtues rightly under- | 
ſtood, might perhaps be more properly exerciſed in | 

her own Family) may preach ; but that which I defend 
is, a Speaking or Preaching (like the Apoſtle's Faſting 
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and Singing 1 Cor. xiv. 15.) with the Spirit and with 


Tuderſtanding alſo, or Speaking to Edification, Exhorta- 


tion and Comfort, and that this may be done not only 
by Men but Women alſo; i. e, that it is lawful for 


theſe, whenſoever they have the proper Endowments 
and Qualifications, thus to exerciſe them to the Glory 


of God and Good of Chriſtian Societies. 
1 ſhould think that the Propoſition thus laid down 
is almoſt ſelf-evident, being no more than this; If 


the ſpeaks to Edification, the may ſpeak. Or, it ſhe 


knows any thing that may be profitable to the Con- 


gregation, ſhe may divulge it; and whether any Walls 
within which ſhe and the Men may be environed 
ſhould hinder her, let them that can determine. But 


becauſe there is a ſtrong Current of Vulgar Prejudice 
againſt us, I ſhall endeavcur to ſhew its Ablurdity 
in a more formal manner thus: | 
1. From our Idea of God, as an infinitely Wiſe 
and Good Being, it follows that Grace, or the 
Divine Spirit, does not deſtroy, but improve, enlarge 
and rightly dire& the Application and Exerciſe of 


cvery natural Power or Ability of the Soul of hu- 
mane kind. Now fince Women have rational Souls 
as well as Men, and that there are many indiſputable 


Inftances that Superior Wiſdom is not ſo neceſſarily 


_ entailed as a Characteriſtick of the Male Sex, but 


that the Female ſometimes have it; and ſince it is 


lawful for the more wiſe to inſtruct the leſs wile, * 


and not only lawful but likewiſe very commendable, 
becauſe as Wiſdom is better than Riches, ſo a Com- 


' munication of this kind is a more valuable Exerciſe 
of Chriſtian Charity, than even for a Rich Man to give 


to a poor one (tho' here, by the by, it 1s to be noted, 


— 


# 4 I have, ſays the celebrated Wollaſton, in his Religion of Nature delineated, 
<« deſignedly forborn to mention that Authority of an Husband over his Wife which 
« js uſually given to him, not only by private Writers, but even by Laws, becauſe 
< I think it has been carried much too high. I would have them live fo far upon 


d the Level as (according to my conſtant Leſſon) to be govern'd both by Reaſon. 


* If the Man's Reaſon be ſtronger, or his Knowledge and Experience greater, (as 
tis commonly ſuppoſed to be) the Woman will be oblig'd, pen that ſcore, to pay 
* a Deference and ſubmit-to him.” + GEE. | Ss 
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that the Wiſdom which is from above is of a peculiar 


Nature, and that tis very poſſible tor thoſe that live in 


it to teach Men far above them in Earthly Wiſdom) ' 


in ſuch a Caſe then I ſay, that the Operation of Divine 
Grace, or the good Spirit of God, on the Mind of ſuch 
an one, ſince it neither darkens the Underftanding nor 
reſtrains the Will to communicate and do good, but 
enlightens the one and ſtrengthens the other, muſt 
both enable and diſpoſe him or her to inſtruct in a better 
manner than before. Now, that it is poſſible for a 
Woman to be endowed with the Ability of Teaching 
is ſo glaring a Truth, that even our Author in his Eſ- 
fay of a profeſſed Oppoſition to Women's Preaching, 
p- 15. has acknowledged it. What Idea then muſt he 
have of Chriſtianity, that it ſhould debaſe our Chriſtian 
Women, abridge and reſtrain the Exerciſe of the 
Faculties of their Minds much more than did either 
Judaiſm or Heatheniſin? Whether ſuch a Reſtraint on 
the Female Sex, even an abſolute Reſtraint under all 
Circumſtances, all Endowments and Qualifications what- 
ſoever, of the Exerciſe of ſuch Abilities which God 
| himſelf has given, and the Exertiſe whereof would 
redound to the good of Society, be the genuine Dic- 
tates of Chriſtianity (which in other Caſes is a Pro- 
mulgation of greater Liberty and Releaſement from 
divers Yokes of Bondage,) or the Injunctions of Self- 
ended Men, let the impartial judge. | 
2. Wiſe Nations have ſuftered Women to ſway the 
Sceptre and give Laws to the Body Politick, and divers 
of theſe have diſcharged that weighty Truſt with great 
Wiſdom, and if we believe the Articles of the Church 
ot England they have been Heads of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Body too. 5 
3. That by the Teſtimony of Holy Writ it has been 
not only law ful but commendable for Women to ſpeak 
to the adorable Majeſty of Heaven, both in Prayer 
and Praiſes, as well on a publick as a private Account, 
is evident from the Inſtances adduced in the preceding 


Chapter; and ſurely, it they may ſpeak to God, they 
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on Women's Preaching, 47 
may ſpeak to Men ; but this is not bare Speculation : 
That they have been authorized to inſtruct Men in Di- 
vine Matters may be proved trom the Practices of Holy 
Women, recorded and approved of in the Ola and 
New Teſtament. : N 

Thus in 2 Kings xxii. 14. and 2 Chrou. xxxiv. King 
Joſiab, who, as we read v. 2. did that which was right 


iu the Sight of the Lord, aud walked in the Way of Da- 
vid his Father, declining neither to the right hand nor 


to the left, however v. 21. we find that he ſent Hi 


the High Prieſt to conſult Huldah he Propheteſs, who 
awelt in Jeruſalem in the College, to inquire of the Lord 

' by her for himſelf, and for them that were left in Iſrael 
and Judah, concerning the Words of the Book of Moſes; © 
| for whoſe Anſwer and the King's good Reſolution there- 


upon I refer to the Chapter it fel Again, Deborah 
was both a Judge and a Propheteſs to the People of 


ral, Judges iv. 4. whoſe Song to the Praiſe of the 
ord, c. 5. on a certain publick Deliverance of that 


People by her Means, has been taken Notice of before. 


And Judith c. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12.13. by her ſuperior Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Faith in God inſtructed and exhorted the 


| Elders of Hrael when in a State of Deſpair, prayed to 
God for them in a moſt ſignal and acceptable manner, 


and was by the Divine Bleſſing, made an Inſtrument 
of their Deliverance. We alſo read of Miriam the 


Propheteſs, not only in Exodus xv. 21. as joining with 
Myfes in his Song, but in Micab vi. 4. (viz. above 700 


Years after) ſhe is honourably commemorated, and 
Joined with Mes and Aaron in theſe Words, where 


God 2 to Jrael, ſaith, © I brought thee —_ 


of the Land o Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the Houſe 
of Servants, aud ] ſent before thee Moſes, Aaron and 
Miriam.” Which Miriam, however, our Author has 
thought fit to make little more than a Fiddler. 

In the New Teſtament we have an expreſs Inſtance 


of a Woman, viz. Anna the Propheteſs, Luke ii. 38. 


} who in a Religious Aſſembly, VIZ in the Temple, did 


eat concerning Chriſt to all them that looked for Re- 
: f dempiion 
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demption in Jeruſalem, and in the Days of Chriſt even 


Children were juſtified by him, the Wiſdom of God,' 


tor Speaking to his Praiſe in the Temple. For 
when he made his moſt folemn Entry into Jeruſalem 
and the Temple, he was not only followed by the 
Multitude praiſing him, but even the little Children 
cried out in the Temple, Ho/anna to the Son of David, 
and did he torbid them? Did he ſay to them, You 
mult not ſpeak | in the "Temple | on this Solemn Occa- 
fion, you invade the Office of Others? No; but the 


Text ſays, Matth. xxi. 15. 16. When the Chief Prieſts. 


and Scribes ſaw the wonderful things which he did, and 
the Children crying in the Temple, and ſaying, Hoſauna to 
the Som of David they were ſore diſpleaſed, and ſaid unto 
him, Heareſt thou what theſe ſay © TFeſus ſaith unto 
them, Yea® have ye never read, Out of the Mouth of 
Babes and Sucklings thou haſt perfeted Praiſe © 
Moreover, in the Ads we read of four Daughters in 


one Family, vis. thoſe of Philip, who propheſied, g 
which, whether it ſignifies Exhortation, Prediction or 
Praiſing God by the Influence of the Holy Spirit, 


I do not know what Place ſo proper to exerciſe ſuch 
a Gitt in as a Church or Chriſttan Aſſembly.  , _ 

Perhaps the Meeting of Mary and Elizabeth in the 
Houſe of Zacharias may be rather deemed a Conven- 
ticle than a Church, however, Lake i. 41. we find that 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghoſt there, and ſhe 
and Mary ſpake more pertinently and more truly there 


concerning Chriſt, viz. out of the Temple, than the 


Prieſts of that Age did in it. Laſtly, Paul, Phil. iv. 3. 


mentions ſeveral Women that were Labourers with 


him in the Goſpel, * and what was that but a Declara- 
tion of the glad Tidings of Salvation by Feſus Chriſt? 
From the Premiſſes it appears, that in the more pure 
and uncorrupted Times Women were not excluded from 
bearing a Part in the Service and Worſhip of Almighty 


++ See Poo!'s Senſe of this Paſſage in Chap. 1 and 2. EL 
Of which Paſſage particular Notice was taken in Chap. 2 
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God, not only in Prayers and Praiſes, but alſo as Aiders 
and Help-meets, and ſometimes Inſtructors to the Men 


; in Divine Matters, and Fellow Labourers with them 
in the Promotion of the Goſpel of Chrift. 


I fay then, What has been may be, and why ſhould 


itt not be in our Day? Is the Store-houſe of the Power 
„and Goodneſs of God in the Works ot Nature vr Grace 
2? exhauſted? As to the Vigour of Nature, we ſee the 
Ferm of humane Lite is commonly now protracted as 
long as it ordinarily was in the Days of Me/es, Pal. xc. 
10. And in reſpect to the Strength of the Faculties of 


the Mind, the modern Times have produced Men as 


wiſe as moſt, it not any ot the Sages of Antiquity : 


ö And who ſhall jet Bounds to Almighty God, and ſay 
that he cannot now form a Huldah, a Deborah, a Ju- 
dib, or an Anna, as in former Limes? 


It is in my View a moſt injurious Eſtimate of the 


Divine Gocdneſs to ſuppoſe it to have been limited to 


Antiquity, and that the Chriſtians of this Age, in their 
ublick Devotions are to be confined to a Repetition 
of what was formerly dictated to others, and that the 
ſame Goodneſs is not perpetually preſent with us this 
Day, to inſpire with Prayers and Praiſes ſuitable to our 
preſent emergent Occaſions, and with Ability of Speak- 
ing to one another to Edification, or to the Glory of 
God and Gocd of Socicty ; and by this unhappy Error 
we neglect the Improvement of the like Gifts, Talents 
and Opportunities with which the ſame God hath fa- 
vour'd and cntruſted us as he did thoſe of former Ages. 
Such a Miſtake, however, is no new Thing, but has 

been incident to Mankind, and indced been the ver 
Cauſe of the Downtal .ot a degenerate People in all 
Ages. Thus the ancient degenerate Jews, reſting in 
their Offerings, New Moons, and other Traditions of 
their Anceſtors, (which without Juſtice and Charity 
became an Abomination to God, who had appointed 
them) neglected and perverted God's then preſent Vi- 
ſitation to them by the Prophets whom he raiſed up 
among them, to that Degree as to kill ſome of 3 
| uc 


8 A Second Diſſertation 


But then again, the Succeſſors of thoſe in their Turn, 


whilſt they © built the Tombs of the Prophets, and gar- 
“ nith'd the Sepulchres of the Righteous, and ſaid, It we | 


© had been in the Days of our Fathers, we would not 
&« have been Partakers with them in the Blood of the 


« Prophets:” * Yet theſe very Men, when the Son 


of God came among them, received him not, but acted 


the like Tragedy upon him. And truly, it is to be | 


doubted that many Modern Pretenders to Chriſtianity 
are but too near a-kin to thoſe, who ſeem with great 
Devotion to hear and repeat in their Churches the 
Divine Songs of the Holy Women of the old Times, 
as that of Hannah, Deborah and the Bleſſed Virgin 


Mary; and yet if either thoſe very Women were 
now alive, and from an immediate Inſpiration ſhould | 


utter the like Words extemporarily in their Religious 
Aſſemblies, or if God, whole Power and Goodneſs are 
infinite, ſhould in this our Day endow any Woman 
with the like Power and Spirit, they would not hear 
her, but aſſuredly perſecute her. 

Object. But our Ad verſaries ſtrongly urge the Novelty 
of the Practice of Women's Preaching; and this ſeems 
to be very ſhocking to our Author, having been, if we 
will believe him, unheard of for the Space of 1600 Vears. 
.- Anſw. Admit it were a Novelty, If it be to the 
Glory of God and Good of Mankind, ought it to be 
iiſeharaged on that Score only? Changes and Revolu- 
tions have frequently happened in the State of both 
Nature and Grace. In the firſt, one Age oftentimes 


makes uſeful Diſcoveries of what we can find no Traces 


of in Antiquity, and ſometimes recovers and revives 
what had been loft in Oblivion for many Ages. So, 
Time was when the Miniſters of the Goſpel could ſay 


in Truth, Ve coveted uo Man's Silver nor Gold,” and that 


the D-tire of Lucre was deemed Fi/thy, but in procels of 
'Time, the People being tallen into a protound Sleep, this 
became an obſolete Notion, to that Degree that of late 
Day's the Men called Clergymen prepare War againſt 


* Sce Matth. xXiii. 29, 30. 


thole 
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thoſe who put not into their Mouths; but certainly, 
when the Reſtitution of all things comes, the Primitive 
Love and Simplicity ſhall be revived. In the mean time 
it hath been thewn what Liberty the Women enjoyed 
under the Old Teftainent, and in the Days of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles; and that they were not deprived hereof 


in the leis corrupt ſucceeding Ages, until Prieſtly Power 


and Wealth took Place, (which indeed it too ſoon did, 
to the unſpeakable Damage of the Chriſtian Religion) 
is highly probable from the following Extract out of 
Dr. 28 Vindicie Veritatis , “ About the 4th Cen- 
« tury the Clergy degenerating from their former Sim- 
„ plicity, but encrealing in Power, Riches and Worlds 
« Iy Grandeur, he was counted happy who had a 
10 F riend at Court, whereby he might obtain ſome 
« Eccleſiaſtical Preferment, great Revenues, Titles 
« and Honours being annex d to em, many * were am- 
bitious of attaining them. Then the Men, exiling 
the Women by Degrees, took the ſole Government 
« of the Church into their own Hands, and aſſembling 
together, made what Canons they pleaſed tor their 
« own ſecular Advantage, c. Then were ſome pub- 

« liſhed againſt the Ordination of Prieſteſſes, Deacons | 
« eſſes, &c. From which Synodical Prohibitions we 
c may reaſonably conclude that ſuch Practices were 
« then in uſe; for had there been no ſuch Cuſtoms, 
( qoubtleſs the Councils would not have repeatedly 
„ prohibited them. But that they did ſo is evident 
« trom the following Inſtances. In the 99th Canon of 
« the Council of Nice, held 4. D. 325. Women were 
c reckoned among the Clergy, the Words are, De Dia- 
«K coni//is & omnibus qui in Clero cen/entur. And in the 
« 15th Canon of the Council of Chalcedon, (commonly 
« called the fourth General Council) aſſembled 4. D. 


4 451. there is this Paſſage, A Deaconeſs is not to 


« be ordain'd before ſhe is torty Years old. 
hut the 26th Canon of the Council of Orange, aſſem- | 
| bled in 441, and the 211t of that of Epaore, attembled in 


— 


. Who in Times of Perſecution wou'd have fled from a Bifkoprick. 
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$17. entirely prohibits the Ordination of Deaconeſſes. 
The Worgs in the former are, © [Diacone omni modis non 
* ordinande ; ſi quæ jan ſunt, benedidtioni quæ populo im- 
« penditur, capita ſubmittant. i. e. Deaconetles are 


c not to be ordained tor the tuture ; but if there arc 


* any already ordained, let them receive the Bleſſing 
„ with the Laicks.“ 

And the 11th Canon of the Gee of Laodicea, 
held about the Year 319. orders that Prieſteſſes ſhould 
not be ordain'd in the Cirurch. Dapin Ec. Hiſt. Vol. 2. p.269. 

« The firſt Canon of the Council of Saragoſa, aſ- 
« ſembled Anno 381, torbids Women to meddle with 
« 'Teaching or Expounding the Articles of Faith. 1big. 
. 274 And 

In the 99th Canon of the ſourth Council of Car- 
thage, held Anno 398. is this Sentence, © A Woman, 
& though ſhe be learned and holy, ſhould not preſume 


ce to teach the Men in an Aſſembly. And about the 


% Year 517. Women were prohibited in certain Places 


« to come near the Altar, as is demonſtrable trom the 


6 anch Canon of the Laodicean Council. 
In the fiſth Century Women in moſt Places were 


« denied all Eccleſiaſtical Offices, and commanded to be 


« filent in the Churches, and ſo it continued for ſeveral 
« Centuries, even till the ancient Faith began to bud 


« forth again (after that great Night of Apoſtacy) a- 


« mong the Waldenſes, who juſtified Women's Preach- 
ing --------- as appears from the enſuing Quotations. 


; 


. ˙ A 


« Bernardus Abbas Fontis Calidi, who lived about 


« Year 1180. writ his $th Chapter againſt the Mal. 


« Jenſes for maintaining that Women might preach. 
« Bibl. Patr. Tom. 4. p. 1220. 


And Reinerius a Papiſt, who flouriſh'd about the | 
« Year 1254, gives the like Account of them, Bibl. 


e CPaty. Tom. 13. p. 360. | 
« Tn the Year 1428. there was one Yay White, the 


Wite of William White, a Martyr, who, according 
” the Teſtimony of John Fox, ( ads of Martyrs, Vol. 
b. ie ace her TG 
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Words are, Following her Husband's Footſteps ac- 
« cording to her Power, teaching and ſowing abroad 


© the ſame Doctrine, confirm'd many in Gbd's Truth, 


“ wherefore ſhe ſufferd much Trouble and Perſecution 
« at the Hands of the Biſhop. So tar Dr. Philips. 
And perhaps Margery Baxter's Argument mention'd 


in the ſame Book, Vol. 1, p. 871. is as concluſive an 


one againſt Franſubſtantiation as any learned Man might 
have offer'd, viz. © That if every ſuch Sacrament were 
“God, and the Body of Chriſt, there ſhould be an in- 
% finite Number of Gods, becauſe that a 1 houſand 
& Pricſts and more do every Day make a thouſand ſuch 
„Gods, and afterwards eat them, c. And the 
ſame Author takes Notice of © Holy Bridget, who lived 
A. D. 1370. whom the Church of Rome hath canonized 
not only for a Saint but alſo a Propheteſs, who, not- 
withſtanding in her Book of Revelations, which hath 


been oftentimes imprinted, was a great Rebuker of the 


Pope, and of the Filth of his Clergy, calling him a 
Murtherer of Souls, a Spiller and Piller of the Flock of 
Chriſt ; --------- and ſhe propheſied, that the See of the 
Pope ſhall be thrown down like a Millſtone, and 


_ affirms that the Biſhops, Prelates and Prieſts are the 


Cauſe why the Doctrine of Chriſt is neglected and almoſt 
extinguiſhed. Katharina Senenſis lived much about 


the ſame Time, and propheſied to the like Purpoſe.” 


Thus we have ſeen, that in the primitive Times of 
Innocence and Simplicity Women had a conſiderable 
Share in the Exerciſe of Religious Duties, publick as 
well as private; That their Mouths were at length 
ſtop'd by the prevailing Power of Prieſtcraft; but that 
with the Breaking forth of the Light of the Reformati- 
on they were opened again; and divers Inftances might 


be produced out of the Martyrologies, to ſhew how 
ſerviceable they were in carrying on the Work of Re- 


formation from Popiſh Darkneſs and Superſtition, and 


Helpmeets to the Men therein : Nay, whereas in thoſe 


Days the New Teſtament was for the moſt part lock d up 
from the Vulgar, divers Women might be mentioned 
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who were more prompt than the Men (and did inſtruct 


them) in Reading it; and who both prayed, declared 
their Faith, and cxhorted the People in publick, (not 
in the Church indeed, or rather Mats-houſcs, for Prieſt- 
craſt was too triumphant then, but) at the Stake. And 
doubtleſs theſe firſt Reformers were guided by Divine 
Providence, and accepted of God according to their 
Meaſure ; altho' as no great Work can be perfected at 
once, ſo neither that of a thorough Reformation in 
Religion, but many things yet remain to be removed, 
which no doubt God will remove in his own due time, 
and reſtore again unto Chriſtianity its own native lovely 
Viſage, by renewing unto his Church the Divine Orna- 
ments of Faith and Love, by which (and not by the 
Arts of Worldly Power, Wealth or Policy) it firſt gain- 
ed ground in the World, and by which alone it muſt 
be maintained and promoted. In the mean Time, it is 
hard to forbear animadverting a little on the wretched 
Situation of Affairs among us, where not only Juſtice 


and Equity, but the Salvation of our Souls is made a 


Merchandize of, the Men who call themſelves Paſtors, 
rather flcecing than feeding their Flocks, the Love of 
God and the Souls of Men being in thein ſupplanted by 
that of Money, worldly Honour and the Favour of 
Princes, and many of them above their profeſſed Bu- 
ſineſs, and very remote from the primitive Pattern, 
1 Pet. v. 3. unto whom, it is to be doubted, the Pro- 
phecy of Ezekiel, c. xxxiv. holds but too fuſt an Analo- 
gy, viz. gon of Man, propheſie againſt the Shepherds of 
If ael, propheſie and ſay unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord 
Ged unto the Shepherds, Woe be to the Shepherds of If- 


ral that do feed themſelves. Should not the Shepherds 
feed the Flocks © Je eat the Fat, and ye cloath you with the 


— 


= On the other Hand it is ſagaciouſly obſerved by a great Man, that it is of grea: 
Advantage to the Church of Rome, that ſhe hath Clergy ſuited to all Ranks of 
Men, in gradual Subordination, from Cardinals down to Mendicants, and that her 


uumerous poor Clergy are very uſeful in Miſſions, and of much Influence with the 
Feople; and therefore he propoſes, that in defect of able Miſhonaries among the 
Proteſtants, Perſons converſant in Low Life, but well inſtructed in the firſt Princi- 
ples of Religion, and the Popiſh Controverſy, though otherwiſe. on a Leyel with 
Pariſh Clerks and the Maſters of Charity-Schools, may be fit to mix with, and 
bring, cver the poor illiterate Natiyes of Ireland. Sh 
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Wool ye kill them that are fed, but ye feed not the Flock. 
The Diſcaſed have ye not ſtrengthued, neither have ye healed 
that which was ſicł, neither have ye bound up that which 
was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was 
driven away, * neither have ye ſought * that which was loſt, 


i but with Force and with Cruelty have ye ruled them. Thus 
: faith the Lord God, Behold Tam againſt the Shepherds, and 


I will require my Flock at their Hand, and cauſe them 10 
ceaſe from feeding the Flock, neither ſhall the Shepherds 
feed themſelves any more; for I will deliver my Flock from 


| their Mouth, that they may not be Meat for them. For 


thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold J, even I, will both 


fearch my Sheep and ſeek them out. As a Shepherd ſeeks 


eth out his Flock in the Day that he is among his Sheep that 
are ſcattered, ſo will I eek out my Sheep, and will deliver 
them out of all Places where they have been ſtattered in 
the cloudy aud dark Day, and Iwill bring them out from 
the People, and gather them from the Countries, aud 
bring them to their own Land, and feed them upon the 
Mountains of Iſracl,” &c. _ 

In ſuch a ſad State of the Church, when the Shep- 
herds, inſtead of Feeding, are rather become Devour- 
ers of the Flock, I would not wonder if it ſhould 
pleaſe God (from whoſe watchful Providence none of 
theſe things are hid) to renew, according to his ancient 


Promiſe, a more plentiful Effution' of his Spirit upon 


not only Sons but Daughters alſo, that they may pro- 
heſie, and be Inſtruments in his Hand, as in the firſt 
a of the Chriſtian Day, to conſound the Great, 


Wiſe and Mighty, and to ſearch out the ſcatter d IP 


and bring them to Chriſt himſelf, the Shepherd an 

Bithop of Souls, and ſo it ſhould ſeem to me, that 
we ought rather to bleſs God, than murmur that he is in 
our Day, whether by Male or Female, republiſhing the 
ancient conſtant Doctrine of the New Teſtament ꝙ of 


* Is not this applicable to the Neglect of the poor native Papiſts of this King- 
1 | a 


dom 
s Inſtead of innumerable Texts let this one ſuffice, John xiv. 23. If any Maw 
love me, he will keep my Words; and my Father will love him, and we will come unte hin. 


God's 


| 56 A Second Diſſertation = 


God's maintaining an Intercourſe with the Soul of Man, 


* and I as a Conſequence of his Omni- 


preſence, unlimited 
neſs, (this having been the general Scope of the publick 


_ Declarations of May Drummond, in her late Viſit to 


this Nation; and without which Intercourſe indeed, 
moſt of our Prayers are but a ſolemn Mockery of God) 
and exhorting all Men to an inward Recollection, an 
humble and carneſt Application to, and Dependence, 
in Silence and Reſignation, on God the Father of 
Spirits, who, as he is a Spirit, heareth the Language 
of the Spirit, and is ſtill able to inſpire us, the Chriſ- 
tians of this Day, with the Faith that overcomes the 
World, and with the Love which our Lord hath fixed 
as a ftanding Badge of his Diſciples; not that Love 
which is ſo cold, that without Money it will ſupply no 
Pater noſter, but that fervent Charity among our ſelves, 
(ſo much loſt and ſo much wanting this Day) which the 
Apoftle recommended above all things to the Believers, 


and by which they ſerved one another, that Love 


which is the Fulfilling of the Law, the Bond of Per- 
fectneſe, and the Token by which the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians knew they were paſſed from Death unto Life, 
that the Chriſtian Church, now returning from her 
Apoſtacy, may again edify it ſelf in Love as in the 


Primitive Times. Amen. 


Dublin, the 15th of the 


loth Month, 1738. 
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And hereby awakening the degenerate Sons of the Church of England, whom 
long Eaſe hath lull'd into a Spiritual Lethargy, and Forgetfulneſs of God and the 
avowed Doctrines of their Fathers, as they ſtand upon Record in their ancient Ho- 
milies, particularly in Tom. 2. republiſh'd A. D. 1640. p. 23C. - -- „ It is he 
* that purgeth and purificth the Mind by his ſecret Working, and he only is preſent 
« every where. He lightneth the Heart to conceive worthy Thoughts to Al- 
„ mighty God. He ſitteth on the Tongue of Man, td ſtir him to fpeak to his Ho- 
* nour. He only miniſtreth Strength to the Powers of our Soul and Body to hold 


* the Way which God hath prepar'd for us to walk. ----------- We muſt acknow- 


«< ledge, that it is in the Power of his Spirit, which helpeth our Infirmity, that we 
„ may boldly come in Prayer and call upon God as our Father: It is by this Spi- 


_ © rit, which maketh Interceſhon for us with continual Sighs. If any Gift we have 


* wherewith we may work to the Glory of God and Profit of our Neighbour, all 
is wrought by his own and ſelf-ſame Spirit, which maketh his Diſtributions pe- 
* culiarly to every Man as he will.“ | 


ower, infinite Love and Good- 
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Ooncerning SINGING. 


XTOrwITRSTAN DIN e all that has been ſaid, I am 
Lnot unaware that it may be alledged, that in 
tome very few Places of the New Teſtament the Words 
Propheſying and Singing, or at leaſt Speaking aloud tg 
the Praiſe of God, may ſigniſy the ſame thing 
Nov, ſince our Author has been pleaſed to make the 


| Propheſying and Singing even of the Apoſtolick Age to 


have been merely a Repetition of the Pſalms of David; 
or others of the ancient Times, and in Effect hath at- 


tacked both the Men and Women of the People called 


Quakers, as never Singing in the Church to the Praiſe 


| of God, there are two Things that yet remain to be 


pO RT PI A RT Th 7 AT ne e ee 


conſide red. I,. How far our Author's Singing is a- 


greeable to that of the New Teſtament. And 24ly. Whe⸗ 
ther the People called Quakers be juſtly accuſed of an 
entire Neglect of this Branch of Divine Service. | 

As to the firſt; The Singing of the-Chriftians of the 


Apoſtolick Age, was not, if we will believe our Author, 


a Singing from an immediate Impulſe or Influence 
the Divine Spirit, but a meer Repetition of Songs for- 
merly dictated to others; ſo that altho' the good Spirit of 


God inſpired thoſe Ancients with Songs ſuitable to their 
own preſent emergent Occaſions, and altho the old Pa- 


triarch ſays frequently, © I will fing a New Song to the 
« Lord; and, The . hath put a New Song into my 
« Mouth;” yet the poor Chriſtians muſt bs abſolutely 
confined to the Ola Songs; and altho the Holy Spirit, in 


* 


the Apoſtolick . did frequently exert itfelf in much 
more miraculous 
yet if we will believe our Author, it did not vouchſaſe 
0 inſpire them (at leaſt in their publick Aſſemblies, the 


perations, as the Giſt of Tongues, Sc. 


* 


mo 


58 Appendix concerning Singing. 
moſt proper Place for ir) with one New Song to the Praiſe | 
and Glory of God. Now, this Suppoſition of our Au- | 
thor ſeems to demand a particular Conſideration, as 
being in my Apprehenſion contrary to the 'Tenour of 
the New Covenant, and the Prophecies of the Prophets 
concerning the Glory of the Goſpel Times, concurrent 
with the ce of the primitiye Chriſtians in divers 
Examples and Precepts recorded in the New Teſtament. 
Ihe tranſcendent Glory of the New Covenant is de- | 
ſcrib'd in the $th Chapter to the Hebrews in theſe Words, | 
Behold the Days > rom come, / ſaith the Lord } when [ | 
will make a new Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and 
with the Houſe of Judah, not according to the Covenant that 
T made with their Fathers in the Day when I took them by 
the Hand to lead them out of the Land of Egypt, becauſe | 
they continued not in my Covenant, and Iregarded them not, | 
faith the Lord. For this is the Covenant that I will maks | 
with the Houſe of Iſrael after thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord, 
will put my Laws into their Minds, and write them in their | 
Hearts, and Iwill be to them a God, and they ſhall be to 
me @ People; and they ſpall not teach every Man his Neigb- 
bour, and every Man his Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord, 
for all ſball know me from the "PL the greateſt. * 
Agreeable to this is the Prophecy of Iiah: Chap. 11. 
The Earth fball be full of the Knowledge of the Lord, as the | 
Waters cover the Sea. And Chriſt, both in Jai ab xlii. 2.6. 
and Luke ii. is called A Light to lighten the Gentiles; fo | 
that the Knowledge of God under the New Covenant 
was to be more univerſally diſſuſed among Mankind than 
under the Old; and conſequently the Oecaſions for Divine 
Songs and Thankſgivings were to be proportionably 
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5 even in the Days of him who, according to the | 
Prophecy of 1/aiah, Chap. 61. applied by our Lord to | 
himſelf, Luke iv. was ſent to preach good Tidings un- 
to the Meek, to bind up the Broken-hearted, to preach | 
Deliverance to the Captives, and the opening of the Pri- 
ſon- Doors to them that are bound, to proclaim the ac- 
ceptable Year of the Lord. And 1 — to this is 
the Apoſtle's Application of the Prophetick Invita- | 
0 Be tion, 
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ſoved us; and that ſuch as had formerly been Idolaters, bore 


| of David, 
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tion Rejoice ye Gentiles with his People; and laud bim 
all ye People, Rom. xv. and another of Hai. liv. 4. Sing, O 
Barren, thou that didſt not bear, break forth into Singing, 
and cry aloud thou that didſi not travail with Child, for 
more are the Children of the Peſolate, than the Children of the 


married Wl ſaith the Lord. Which Paul, in his Epiſ- 

tle to the G2 

if the caying of the Apoſtle (to omit innumerable others 
Purpoſe) was true, Rom. viii. 9. If any Man 


zatians, applies to the Goſpel Times. And, 


to the like 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is noue of his. And 1 Cor. 
vi. 19. Your Body is the Temple of the Holy GH. And 


Epbeſe ii. 21, 22. The Church is an holy Temple or Habi- 


tation of God through the Spirit; would it not then, I 
jay, be a great Indignity to the Holy Spirit, to ſuppoſe 
that it was not able or willing to inſpire thoſe primitive 
Chriſtians with one New Song to the Praiſe and Glory of 
God? Surely their Experience of the bleſſed fſects of their 
Faith in Chriſt, recorded in ſuch Teſtimonies as theſe, 
This is the Vidiory that overcometh the World, even our 
Faith; and, We are more than Conquerors thro' him that 


uicators, &c. were now waſhed, juſtified and ſandified inthe 
Name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit of God, was a more 


ample, and a more ſublime Occaſion for Singing the high 


Praiſes of God than were thoſe outward Deliverances 


which were the Subjects of many of the Divine Songs of 


the People of the old Times. And it is an undeniablg 
atter of Fact accordingly, that the primitive Chriſtians 


did praiſe God, and ng om an immediate Influence of 


his Spirit; for thoſe Gentiles at the Houſe of Corno- 
lius, Ads x. 46. © magnified God, as well as ſpake with 


„ Tongues, when the Holy Ghoſt came upon them.” 
| And if the Propheſyiug of thoſe Diſciples mentioned Aa, 


xix. 6. conſiſted in Praiſing God, (as probably it might) 
it does not appear to have been a Repetition of the Pſalms 

& but an Effe& of the then immediate Ef- 
fuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, upon them; for the Text ſays, 
„When Pay} laid his Hands on them the Holy Ghoſſ 
came on them and they ſpake with Tapgues and pro- 
DOE. 2 ay Phe ed. 


* 
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& phefied.” And the Apoſtle Paul ſays expreſsly, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 15. 1 will fing with the Spirit, and I will ſiug with 
the Underſtanding alſo. And very agreeable herento is 
the Exhortation of the ſame Apoſtle, Epheſ. v. 18, 19, 20. 
where 9inging is declar'd to be an immediate Effect ot the 
Effution ot the Holy Spirit, viz. Be not drunk with Wine 
wherein is Exceſs; but be filled with the Spirit, ſpeaking 
to your ſelves in P/alms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs, ſitig= 
ing and making Melody in your Heart to the Lord, giving 
Thanks always tor all things unto God and the Father in 


tbe Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt - (And to the like Pur- 


Poſe ſee Col. iii. 16.) Which they could not do by a meer 
Rien of any of the Compoſures of others, ſince 
none of theſe could reach all Occaſions. And what think 
you of Paul and Silas in the Priſon, Adts xvi. 25. prays 
ing and ſinging Praiſes unto God at Midnight? Read 
the Pſalms of David at that Time they could not, having 
no Light, v. 29. Was not that omnipotent Spirit which 
at that Time ſhook the very Frame of Nature, as able 
to inſpire them with a Song to its Praiſe as it had been 
formerly the old Patriarch ? We have however the Words 
of the * of the bleſſed Virgin tranſmitted to us in 
Luke 1. which are not a Repetition of the Words of o- 
thers, but a Song of Praiſe to God, with which his hum- 
ble Handmaid was immediately inſpired on the then pre- 


ſent Occaſion. Alſo the Hymn or Prophecy of Zacha- | 
rias, which he, being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, uttered, | 


Luke i. from v. 68. to 79. is not a Copy but an Origi- 
nal. And of the ſame Nature was the * Song of the de- 
vout and juſt Simeon, Luke ii. who coming by the Spirit 
into the Temple, took up the Child Jeſus in his Arms, 
and bleſſed God, and ſaid, Lord, now letteſt thou thy Ser- 
want depart in Peace according to thy Mord; for mine Eyes 


have ſeen thy Salvation, which thou haſt prepared before the 


_ 
— 


| I do not ſuppoſe that cither of theſe three Spiritual Songs were dclivered 
with thoſe artificial: Tunes which the Moderns have annexed to them, and much 


is were they accompanied Organs, a meer Fopiſh Corruption, introduced man 
; 21. after Chriſt 7 © : e 0 N . 3 as CNY 4 
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.Face of all People A Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
Glory of thy People Iſrael. And John, in Rev. xiv. ſpeaks 
of a © New Song, which none but thoſe that were re- 


ae, it appears that the Men of thoſe Days (as well as 
the 


mate the Divine Songs of Mo/es, David, &ce. and con- 
ſequently, that even were we to make ſo low à Conceſ- 
i.) yet that whereas this, according to our Author, was i 
Propheſying of Women, mentioned 1 Cor. xi. to the 


the Apoſtolick Age. 
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« deemed from the Earth could learn ;” and thoſe that 
had gotten the Victory over the Beaſt, Ec. were to ting 
not only the old Song of Moſes, but likewiſe the Song of 
the Lamb; the Words of which ſce in Chap. xv. v. 
3 and 4. > 

From theſe Precepts and Examples in the New Teſta- 


hriſtians of the ſubſequent Times, even all who are 
concerned in the Precepts and Prophecies mentioned) 
were inſpired to ſing Praiſes to God by the immediate 
Influence of the fame good Spirit that did formerly ani- 


ſion to our Author, that Propheſying, in the Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, ſignified only fingingPraiſcs toGod,(whi 
that we are under no Neceſſity of doing, but that ir 
Pauls Senſe it was Preaching, hath been ſhewn,in Chap. 


meer Recital of the Songs of David or others; the Singing 
of the New Teftament proceeded from the immediate In- 
ſpiration of the Divine Spirit. And hence more abun- 
dantly appears how arbitrary his Circumſcription of the 


Recital of the Pſalms of David or others, is, being not 
founded in the New Teftament, but in his own Imagina- 
tion, greatly derogatory from God's Grace and Good» / 

neſs, and an unrighteous Detraction trom the Glory of / Y 
It remains next to be conſider d, whether the People 
called Quakers be juſtly accuſed of an entire Neglect of 
Singing in the Church to the Praiſe of God. | 

What the Singing of the primitive Chriſtians was hath 
been ſhewn already, viz. that it was a Singing from an im- 
mediate Influence of the Divine Spirit. The Condition, 
the moving Cauſe of their Singing, as deſcribed by the 
Apoſtle, Epheſ: v. 18, 19. and Col. iii. 16. was Grace in 
775 EO | pr 


* 
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2 Heart, or their being filled with the Spirit. How as 


greeable this is to the Singing approved of by this Peo- 
ple, appears by the Words of Barclay, Prop, 11. g. 26, 


As to the Singing of Pſalms, we conteſs this to be a 


6 Part of God's Worſhip, and very ſweet and refreſhfyl 
« when it proceeds from a true Senſe of God's Love in 


« the Heart, and ariſes from the Divine Influence of the 


« Spirit, which leads Souls either to breath forth a ſweet 


4 Harmony, or Words ſuitable to the preſent Condi- 


“tion, whether they be Words formerly uſed by the 
Saints, as the Pſalms of David, &c. or other Words.“ 


CCC 


See here the genuine Apoſtolical Doctrine concerning : 


Singing revived and maintained againſt thoſe degenerate 
Chriſtians who do not inſiſt on the Motion of the Divine 
Spirit, as a neceſſary Condition, but rather ridicule it, 
and meanly fly to artificial Muſick, a mechanical Devo» 
tion, beneath the Dignity and Spirituality of the New 
Teftament Diſpenſation. | 

Me ſee furthermore, that provided the Divine Qua- 


ification attend, a Harmony breathed forth, whether 


with Words or otherwiſe, is approved of by this People 
which I ſhall further corroborate by the following au- 
thentick Record in Manuſcript of the Senſe of divers 
approved Brethren, aſſembled in London, A. D. 1675. 
It hath been, and is, ſay they, our living Senſe and 


“ conſtant Teftimony, according to our Experience of | 


“ the Divine Operations of the Spirit and Power of God 
& in his Church, that there hath been, and is, ſerious 


« Sighing, ſenſible Groaning, and reverent Singing, 


6 e forth an heavenly Sound of Joy, with Grace, 
« with the Spirit, and with Underſtandin g, in bleſſed Uni- 
« ty with the Brethren, when they are in the publick La- 
« bour and Service of the Goſpel, whether by Preaching, 
« Praying or Praiſing God in the ſame Power and Spirit, 
« and all to Edification and Comfort in the Church.“ 
And in Concurrence with this, I ſhall take this Oppor- 
tunity of reviving Barclay's Deſcription of the Exerciſe 
of an Aſſembly ot real Quakers, each and all met in ear- 
neſt to worſhip Almighty God in Silence, Prop. Is 5 8. 
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« Work and Worſhip, when we meet together, ſays he, 
« js, for every one to watch, and wait upon God in 
« themſelves, and to be gathered from all Viſibles there- 
« into. And as every one is thus ſtated, they come to 
« find the Good ariſe over the Evil, and the Pure over 


the Impure.-------- But in the mean Time, through the 
© contrary Workings of the Power of Darkneſs, there 


« will be found an inward Striving in the Soul, 
« and from this inward Travail, whilſt the Darkneſs 
« ſecks to obſcure the Light, and the Light breaks thro' 
c the Darkneſs by the ſtrong contrary Workings of theſe 


i „ coppoſite Powers, (like the going of two contrary 


AY ER 
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„ Tides) every Individual will be ſtrongly exerciſed as 


| « ina te of Battle, and thereby Trembling or a Motion 


« of Body will be upon moſt, which, as the Power of 
« Truth prevails, will, from Pangs and Groans, end 
« with a vidorious Song, or Sweet Sound of Thank/ziving 


« And Praiſe.” So far Barclay, whoſe Teſtimony (nor 
; 2 concerning Singing, but alſo) concerning Trembli 
an 


Groaning I am not athamed to revive, theſe very 


| Appearances having been frequent Effects of the Opera- 


tion of the ſame good Spirit on holy Men, both under 


the Old. and New Teftament, Concerning Trembling, 


= Scoffers may, if me pleaſe, conſult A, vii. 32. 1 Cor. ii. 
V 


L 0b xxxvii. 1. 


41. Ixvi. 2. Hab. iii. 16. Thal. ii. 11. 
Hofeaxiii. 1. and concerning Groaning, they may have re- 
courſe to Nom. viii. 22, 23, 26. and 2 Cor. v. 2, 3, 4. In 
the mean time, from the preceding Quotation we ſee 
what it was that inſpired thoſe primitive Brethren with 
a Song, viz. Light and Truth reigning in their Souls, 


which that they do not always, and that this happy Con- 
dition of Mind is not to be limited to any ſet I. 
Places, is well known by Experience. wi 


mes gr 


But here naturally ariſes a Query, viz. Why there is 
ſo little of this Appearance among the Bulk of the pre- 
ſent Generation of Quakers ? The Reſolution of which 
however is no way difficult, vis. that as many of theſe 
receive their Religion chiefly by Tradition, it is no 
Wouder if ſuch be only the Children of Abraham _ 
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the Fleſh, and conſequently that there ſhould be in many of our 


Congregations a great Mixture of carnal Profeſſors and Hy pocrites, 


who in reſpe& to Spirituals are as much in a Stare of Caprivity 
as were thoſe Fews by the Rivers of Babylon, mentioned Pſa. 


cxxxvii. to whom it is certainly much more congruous to weep 
and let their Harps hang on the Willows, than ſing the Song of 
the Lord in a ſtrange Land. Notwithſtanding which, our ſpiri- 
rual Tſraet is not entirely without its ſweet Singers this Day, vix. 
ſuch as ſing with the Spirit and with Underſtanding alſo. And 
ſuch Singing is very reaſonable, becauſe, as there is a great Sympa- 


thy between the Soul and Body whilſt the vital Union ſubſiſts, 


ſo the Aﬀections of the Soul being raiſed and quickened by the 
Holy Spirit, do influence the well-dilpoſed Organs of the _ody 
in a ſuitabie manner, that is to ſay, the ſame Holy Spirit whic 

frequently works by Sighs, Groans and Tears. alſo ſometimes 
modihes the Sound of the Voice to a ſuitable Harmony in Sing- 
ing or Speaking aloud to the Praiſe of God, &c.* And truly 


although the perpetual Hallelujah may be 4 more proper Exerciſe 
for the Church triumphant in Glory, yet even in this Life the 


Chriſtian Soldier would faint under his various Conflicts had he 
no Intervals of Refreſhment: And if there were nothing joyous 
in the Chriſtian Life, the Kingdom of God upon Earth woul 
never have been as it is deſcribed by the Apoſtle, Rom. xiv. 17. to 

Righteouſneſs and Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. Now, ab- 
though the moſt ſolid Joy may not be the moſt noiſy, yet if 


from a Divine Impreſſion of this kind, the Organs of the Voice 
mould be diſpoſed to a Harmony, when this is natural, ſeaſon- 


able and unaffected, it is acceptable. But indeed. if it be with- 
out the Spirit, and without Underftanding, if it be done only 


in Imitation of ſuch as ſing with both, if it be as incongruous 
to the Subject as Snow in Summer, or Rain in Harveſt, it is but 


awkward and ridiculous Mimickry, 4 mechanical Motion inſtead of 
the Motion of the Holy Spirit, and ends in a meer ſhort-lived Titil- 
lation of the outward. Organs, equally inſignificant with an idle 


* , PH 


David among ſuch as are deſtitute of David's Spirit. 


* 
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And this amounts to the Plain Song Severe ih in the Church, as deſcribed irr 
. Bingham's Chapter of the ancient Plalmody of t | | 
only with a little gentle Inflexion and agrecable Turn of the Voice, with a proper 


e Chriſtian Church, viz. which was 
Accent, not much difterent from Reading. 
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AN ADbMONTTORY 


POSTSCRIPT 


TO. THE 


Preachers of both Sexes, 


Dear Brethren and Siflers, 


1 PON my Peruſal of the preceding Vindication of Wos 
| men's Preaching, whilſt in Manuſcript, | was led to 
believe that the Author had written with an honeſt 
Intention, I mean not an Intention to ſtand as a Sticks 
ler for Us as a Party, but to do Juſtice to the injured Sex, with 
a Deſire that the hidden and negle&ed Powers of their Souls 
might be awakened and exerciſed to God's Glory: And I cannot 
but ſay, it gives me Pleaſure to be convinced that when we 
Preach, Pray or Sing from an immediate Impreſſion of God, or, 
in other terms, from the Moving of his good Spirit on our Minds, 
we do all according to the primitive Pattern. 

Now that the Devil, and that Carnal-minded Men, his Agents, 
ſhould raiſe Slanders on, ſhould vilify and deride a People revi- 
ving this primitive Practice among Chriſtians, is a thing not wons 
derful ro me. And if the Ridicule and Contempt we meet with, 
on this Score, (namely our Profeſſion of being moved by the Ho- 
ly Spirit in all our Devotions) proceed only from the Wicked Ons 
and his Children, we have no Cauſe to be uneaſy becauſe we cars 
expect no better from them. But as in civil Life it often happens 


that the Evils we complain of are of our own creating, this alſo 


is ſometimes the Caſe in Religious Life. It therefore nearly con- 
cerns us to enquire whether or no we our ſelves, by our own 
Conduct. have given any Occaſion to the Scorn and Contempt 
with which we are frequently treated on this Account; and th1s, 
T think, my Friend would naturally have been led to conſider, 
if he had duly artended ro divers Paſſages in the Book he anſwers, 
expreſſing 4 great Diſdain of our Profeſſion of being moved by 
the Spirir, and particularly the following, which hath given me 
an Opportunity of making a few 3 not indeed for * 
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Sake of the Traveller, (an Author entirely unworthy of farther 
Notice) but for the Sake and for the Love of Truth itſelf. 

In Page 6, he repreſents us as © a People commonly fond of 
e tedious Nonſenſe or Chaos about the Spirit and its Motions, 
« and rambling from one Subject to another, without the leaſt 
„Connexion, becauſe, at this rate, the greateſt Idiot among us 
* may ſet up for a Preacher, without conſidering that God is in 
© all things a Lover of Order, and not of Confuſion, and that 
*© his spirit, by whom we pretend to be moved, is the Spirit of 
Light, and not the Spirit of Darkneſs.” _ | | 

Here the whole Body of the People is inſulted and vilified 

ro the loweſt Degree, in the moſt publick manner. Can we 
wipe off this foul Aſperſion, or can we not? If we can, it 
ſhews great Stupidity not to do it. If we cannot, it would ſhew 

Hypocriſy to palliate it, and great Partiality either to pals it by, 
or to neglect enquiring into, and pointing out, the Cauſes of 
it. in order that the Principle itſelf may be cleared from the 
Miſrepreſentations that ſome have made of it. The Principle 
itielf being God's Holy Spirit, which is infinitely pure, wiſe 
and good, its Operations muſt needs be for ever conſiſtent with 
its own Nature. Thar muſt needs dignify and ennoble the Soul. 
of Man, it muſt purify our Nature, and direct the Exerciſe of 
all the Powers of our Souls to God's Glory and the Good of 
Mankind; and therefore if ever the Profeſſion of an Influence 
of this kind ſhould become a subject of Contempt among ſober 
and thinking Men, this muſt be owing to the Miſtakes of the 
Ptofeſſors and their awkward or unjuſt way of repreſenting it 
to the World: And truly, Brethren and Siſters, whatſoever 
fine things my Friend may have ſaid concerning the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of the Preaching of either Women or Men, as this 
is the Suppolition he has always taken along with him, viz. that 
you are moved by the Holy. Spirit, they will all avail nothing 
unleſs you make this good. For Men will not form their Judg- 
ments merely from Deſcriptions of things in Books, but they 
will go and taſte the Fruit, and thence pronounce concerning 
the Tree that bears it. So that, after all, it is you that muſt 
confute the Traveller, and ſtop the Mouths of Revilers: 
Thar is to lay, if you in your Preaching demonſtrate, that your 

Underſtandings being not darkened. but enlightned, your Diſ- 
courles do convey Light and Inſtruction to the Underſtandings 
of Men. and (your Hearts being awakened by the good Spirit) 
exCite the well-diſpoſed Hearers ro Virtue and Goodneſs; or, as 
our ancient Friends were wont to ſay, if your Preaching reaches 
God's Witneſs in the Hearts of the Hearers, carrying with it an 
Evidence of its Divine Origina!; this, with a correſpondent Life 
and Actions, is what muſt recommend and eſtabliſh the Preaching 
of either Men or Women, and will no doubt bear down all Op- 
poſition before it. 


But 
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But on the other hand, if any of you, under a Profeſſion of 


being moved by the Holy Spirit of God, ſhould utter the Divi- 


nations of your own weak Brains, if any of you. abuſing the 
Liberty given you of Speaking to the People to Edification: 
ſhould deliver, as Oracles, Things inconſiſtent with Scripture or 
found Reaſon, then whatſoever my Friend hath with great La- 
bour built up, you will in a great meaſure pull down; carnal- 
minded Men will be ſtrengthened in their Prejudices againſt all 
Communication or Intercourſe of God with the Soul of Man; 
the Mouths of our quick-fighted Adverſaries will be further o- 
pened; Men will receive ill Impreſſions concerning our Princi- 
ple, and but too great an Encouragement from among our ſelves 
ro call it an Ignis Faruns, and the weaker [Sex] eſpecially will go to 
the Wall. | | 
To prevent which ſad Conſequences, I beſeech ſome of you t 

attend to the following Particulars, for ſerting forth which I will 


make no further Apology than this, that as it is our frequent 


and approved Practice, publickly to Teſtify and Declare 1 
ſuch as, bearing our Name, Do Things ſcandalous and inconſiſtent 
with our Holy Principle, and even to Record and Tranſmit to 
Poſterity both the Names of the Perſons and the Facts committed, 
in order that the World may know that we do not own them, 
that we deteſt their Actions, and that a Teſtimony may be pre- 
ſerved of the Care and Vigilance of the remaining Faithful Body, 
I cannot, upon the ſtrifteſt Scrutiny, find out that it will 
any Breach either of Modeſty, of Prudence, or of the Rules o 
uſtice and Equity for me to do what falls much ſhort of this by 
aying hold of the preſent Opportunity of hearing my Teſtimo- 
ny againſt all ſuch. whoſoever they have been, or may hereafter 
be, who, preſuming on the Liberty of Speech they enjoy, Say 
Things inconſiſtent with the Dictates of the Holy Spirit of God, 
their profeſſed Guide, as publick Traducers and Perverrers of 
our Holy Profeſſion and Principle. And if to this it be objected, 
It's Preſumption in thee, who art but a private Brother, thus to 
Teſtify againſt ſuch, I anſwer, that I act not here in a private 
Capacity, bur in a publick one. and do here ſolemnly profeſs my 
ſelf to be influenced by the ſame Views (and I hope may lay 
claim to a Share of the ſame good Spirit) as you do, viz. a fin- 
cere Regard to Truth, the Glory of God. and the Good of Man- 
| kind, in purſuance of which I ſhall faithfully declare what I ap- 
prehend to be conducive to theſe good Ends, being alſo encoura- 
ged thereunto by. the Example of the Writers of the Old and New 
Teſtament, who in Truth and Simplicity have tranſmitted to Po- 
| ſterity not only the good Actions, but the Failings and Sins of 
otherwiſe even great and good Men; for inſtance, of one of the 


rincipal of the Apoſtles, his denying his Maſter with Oaths and 


Imprecations, a far more uſeful Leſſon of Inſtruction and Admo- 

nition to frail Mankind than the Popiſh Legends of their Saints, 

or any other meerly panegyrical Writings like them, 
8 Ss 
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If I utter any falſe Accuſation, may it fall upon my ſelf ! As 
to the faithful Miniſters, they are no way affected, or at leaſt in- 
jured by What I am about to offer, no more than are the taithfu! 
ney in thoſe Teſtimonies that are read and recorded againſt the 
Unfaithful and the Libertines. The only Subjects of my Au mo- 
nition are the Forward, the Pert, the Aſſuming. whom to dil- 
countenance and damp is as requiſite as it is on che other hand 
to cheriſh and encourage the Humble, the Modeſt and the Diffi- 
dent. And if Men of the former Character ſhould ſpurn at my 
Rebuke, I ſhall have no Cauſe be unealy, whilit I am ſupported 
by the Teſtimony of my Conſcience, that I have ſincerely endea- 
voured to vindicate God's Holy Spirit from the Miſtepreſenta— 
tions which they have given to Mankind of the Operations there- 
of, in the following Particulars. | 
18. If any of you, under a Profeſſion of being moved hy the 
Spirit to pray, ſhould ule vain Repetitions, you are not moved 
by the Spirit of Jeſus ſo to do; for Jeſus cannot contradict him- 
ſelf, having expreſsly forbid this in Marr. vi. 7. in theſe Words, 
When ye pray, uſe not vain Repetitions as the Heathens do; for they think that 
they ſhall be he ard for their much Speaking. Or again. 
2dly, If any of you, under a Profeſſion of being moved by the 
Holy Spirit, either to preach or pray, ſhould uſe a Multitude of 
ſuperfluous and idle Words. or vain and unſavoury Repetitions: 
If the Preachings of any ſo profeſſing ſhould be offenſive to all 
ſenſible Hearers, by their abounding in Sound, whilſt empty of 
Matter; and particularly, if by linking on Texts of Scriprure of 
like-ſounding Words or Senſe, or by ſudden Tranſitions to thoſe 
of an oppoſite Senſe, and in ſome Faſhion fitting their Heads and 
Tails together, ſuch ſhould laboriouſly prolong their Diſcourſes, 
(which is very poſſible to be done from Morning to Evening 
by a quick Imagination, and a Memory well ſtored with Scrip- 
ture-Texts, and without any Aſſiſtance from above; a neu- 
fangied Method of cooking the Manna, which makes Men 
not love but loath it) without any ſolid Aim in View, or any 
Tendency to the Edification of their Hearers, but to the Abuſe 
of their Patience; fuch Perſons would certainly give not only 
a very awkward, but likewiſe an unjuſt Repreſentation of our 
Holy Principle to the World, viz. as though it were a ſelf incon- 
fi tent Thing. For we have been told from our Cradles, that this 
Holy Principle, the Light within led our Anceſtors our of all Su- 
derfluitie not only in Apparel, Equipage, &c. but alſo in Words; 
and accordingly they were diſtinguiſhed by recommending to 
Mankind Silence by their Example: They were at a Word in their 
Dealing, and (lays Wiliam Penn, in his Account of the Riſe and 
Progreſs of our People) © they ſought Solitude; but when in 
« Company would neither uſe nor willingly hear unneceſſary Dif. 
© courſes.” They were likewiſe diſtinguiſhed from all others by 
recommending and practiſing Silence peculiarly in their Worſhip 
of Almſthty God, knowing that he is, not to be pon 3 
Ry: | | Aultitude 
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Multitude of Words, but a fincere Diſpoſition of Mind to do his 
Will: And ſurely, if the Words (or Speech) of ſuch were, even in 
Converſation, according to the primitive Precept, Col. iv. 6. al- 
ways with Grace, and ſeaſoned with Sat; much more muſt thoſe be ſo 
qualined which they uttered from a more eminent Degree of the 
Influence of the Holy Spirit in their Abſtraction from the World; 
whereas. according to ſome. the ſame holy Principle which for- 
bad ſuperfluous. idle and unſavoury Words in the former Caſe, 
ſhould inſpire Men to utter them in the latter: And to ſay the 
Truth, the Silence of ſuch ſeems to be bur like a Dam a-croſs 
a Brook. a Confinement of their Words for a while, that being 
collected they may by and by break forth into the greater Pro- 
tuſion and Superfluity, like a rapid Torrent overflowing its 
Banks, but not enriching the Ground, becauſe deſtitute of Salt, 
being truly inſipid and nauſeous. But whether ſuch Appearances 
be the Effect of Divine Inſpiration. or of the vain Imaginations 
of Men we may eaſily determine by the Advice which is given 
by an inſpired Writer of unqueſtionable Authority, viz. Ec- 
cleſ. v. I 2, 3. Keep thy Foot when thou goeſt to the Houſe of God. and be 
more ready to Hear than to give the Sacrifice of Fools; for they confider not 
that they do Evil. Be not raſh with thy Mouth, and let not thine Heart be 
haſty to unter any thing before God; for God is in Heaven. and thou upon 
Earth ; therefore let thy Worls be few. For a Dream cometh through the 
Multitude of Bufaneſs, and a Fool's Voice is known by a Mutltitude of Words. 

3d!y. It any of you, after having miniſtred a while to a Peo- 
p'e, and not ſeeing preſently the Fruits of your Labour, ſhould 
haſtily call for, or denounce Fire from Heaven, or Plague or 
Sword upon the ungrateful and impenitent Hearers, you would 
ſhew your felves Strangers to the Spirit and Temper of the Gol- 
pe]. ye would not righrly repreſent God to the People, i. e. 
{mark ye] whilſt ye repreſented him as cloathed with your own 
pHPaſſions and Jafirmities. And truly if ſome Men had had the 
' Reins of the Government of the Univerſe in their Hands, the 
Earth would have been in Flames long ago; or at leaſt, if ſome 
had conceived juſtly concerning the Determinations of Provi- 
dence, this fertile Land had been depopulated by Plague, Sword + 
or F:zmine, which yet, through the Goodneſs of God, ſurvives 
in a State of Health, Peace and Plenty. as well as of Probation, 
convincing us of the Truth of God's Teſtimony concerning him- 
ſelf, recorded in the Prophet Iſa lv. 8. 9. My Thoughts are not your 
Thoughts, neither are my Ways your Ways. ſath the Lord. For as the Hea- 
vens are higher than the Earth, ſo are my Ways higher than your Ways, and 
my Thoughts than your Thoughts, and that he is flow to Anger, waiting 
to he gracious and to ſhew Mercy to repenting Sinners. 

Indeed from the Beginning of the World to this Day, Revoln- 
tions from Peace to War, from Plenty to Scarcity, from Health 
to Sickneſs, and vice werſa, have happened now and then 
to all Ages and Countries, always, no doubt, according to the 
Meaſures of God's unſearchable Wiſdom and Providence, which 
: ET Ir 
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it is ſafer for poor Morrals humbly to adore than pre ſumptuouſ- 
ly ro pry into, or arrogate to themſelves the Place of Heaven's 
Privy-Counſellors. 


In the mean time, the Divine Goodneſs and Forbearance leadeth | 


well-diſpoſed Minds to Repentance ; But“ if any Man deſpite the 


ſurely (according to the Apoſtle's Doctrine Rom. ii.) treaſureth 
up to himſelf Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, and Revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God, who will render unto every 


Riches of God's Goodneſs with an hard and impenitent Heart, he ö 


3 
4 
LY 


Man according to his Works in the Day when God ſhall judge the | 


Secrets of Men by jeſus Chriſt.” | 
4thly. © That Light is ſown for the Righteous. and Glad- 

nels for the upright in Heart, Pſal, xcvii. 11. and thats as 

the Fruits of the Fleſh are Hatred, Wrath, strife Oc. fo 


the Fruits of the Spirit are Love, Joy, Cc. according to Ga- | 


Jatians v.“ I readily allow. But if any of you from certain 
Raptures, Tranſports or Extaſies of Joy, under the Denomina- 
tion of the Conlolations of the Holy Spirit, or of the Divine 
Power and Preſence ſuppoſed to attend you, ſhould thence im- 
mediately aſſume to your ſelves God's Approbation and ſtamp 
his Authority upon whatſoever you ſay, I muſt beg leave to ſtop 
you a little, and beſeech you to turn the Eye of your Mind in- 
ward (a very good Piece of Advice, uſeful to all) and ponder 
(if ye can) the Workings of your own Spirits; becauſe it is 
very poſſible that theſe Appearances may ariſe from natural 
Cauſes. as Strength of Imagination, the ſecret Windings and 
Diſguiſes of Self. Love, with the Delufions of Satan: And that 
this is the Cale you may be aſſured if. under the Influence of 
ſuch Tranſports. you ſhould either deliver any thing inconſiſtent 
with any former undou bred Revelation of God's Spirit in the Scrip- 


ture, or be carried forth in a Flow of Words, not tending to the 


Edification of the well-diſpoſed Hearers, or into a Singing with- 
out the Spirir, and withour Underſtanding. or 1magine vour 
ſelves Heaven's Favourites whilſt your Paſſions are unmortified 
and your Lives unſan@ified. < Re not deceived, Brethren and 
Siſters, theſe are the genuine Operations of your own deceitful 
Hearts. not of God's Spirit. whoſe. Diſtributions are always made 
with Equity, Juſtice and Wiſdom and conſequently he heſtow- 


eth not Joy and Conſolation on ſuch who are fitter Subjects for 


a Diſpenſation of a conrrary Nature; But to the Unſanctiſied, 


whether publick or private, to the Sinner [whether groſs or 


more refined ſuch as are the Sinners in Son] he ordaineth the bitter 
Baptiſm of Mortification and Dryneſs. as ſpiritual Men call it, 
rather than Fat things and full of Marrow. And that this is not 


a meer Speculation of mine, I think ic mav be uſeful to tranſcribe ; 


here for your Obſervation a Paragraph from the Writings of an 
experienced Man, one George Bateman, who wrote A. D. 1650. in 
that Age which by ſome is called the Age of Grace. when amoneſt 


a good deal of true Coin there was alſo a Mixture of the * 
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of this kind, which he deſcribes in theſe Words, The foul 
* Fiend (lays he) rransforms himſelf into an Angel of Light, 
and can work like God, and give Conlolation to the Soul, and 
e © bring it into Raptures and Raviſhments, and can bring the 
= 46 1 ö - 8 * : 
e © Promiſes to Remembrance; which is ſuitable: ro confirm his 
n || * Workings, and from ſuch Working can make the Soul believe 
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Hits Regeneration and its Calling and Election to be made ſure, 
in which Aſſurance the Soul will often rejoyce, and! ſhall 
have many talle Flaſhes of Love. exceeding fool-hardy, 
* led by falle Conſolation. and rejoycing in its Fool's Para- 
* diſe.“ But tho? ſuch (in the Words of the Prophet, Iſa. 1. 11.) 
may kind/e 4 Fire, and compaſs themſelves about with Sparks, and wath 
in the Light of their own Fire, and in the Sparks that they have kindled. 
This ſball they have at the Hand of the Lord they ſhall lie down in Sor= 
row. And it is obſerveable in the Viſion of the Prophet of old, 
(I. Kings xix) that the Lord was not in the great and ſtrong 
Wind that rent the Mountains, and brake the Rocks in Pieces, 
nor in the Earhquake nor in the Fire, but in the ſmall full 
* © Voice.” | | 
Thus have J enumerated the principal Occaſions of Stumbling: 
and Offence, which I have obſerved with Sorrow here and there, 
no and then, to have ariſen from Things ſaid; &c. inconſiſtenx 
with the Dictates of the Holy Spirit, with a fincere- Defire that 
they may be avoided, leſt in the Words of the Prophet, Fas. 
cab be given to the Curſe, and Tjrae} to Reproaches,” which, 
that God may avert is the Prayer of your fincere Friend and 
Loving Brother, (nos in Word and in Tongue, but in Deed and in Push) 
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T is neceſſary to obſerve, in Defence of the Reputation of 
this People, that a prudent Care is taken. by them to admoniſh 
thoſe that err in the Inſtances that Bernard hath mentioned. 
But the Sorrow of this Affair is; that theſe laſt are too often 
| Men of ſtrong Wills and Imaginations, bur weak Underſtand- 
ings, which Sort of Men are always hard to. be controuled. In - 
the mean time I know of no better Uſe that can be made of 
my Friend Bernard's Obſervations, than this; that the Tendency 
of them ſhould he to convince us of the Frailty and Weakneſs 
of our. Nature, to inſpire us with a perpetual Warchfulneſs 
and Jealouſie over our on Hearts, and ſhew us the Neceſſity 
of imploring the Aid of that good Spirit which can enlighren 
our Darkneſs, ſtrengthen our Weakneis, and preſerve. us ho 
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thoſe Miſtakes to which the Deceitfulneſs of our own Hearts, 
and the Suggeſtions of the Power of Darkneſs continually ex- 
poſe us on this Stage of Trials and Temptations. And wiſhing 
that my Friend Bernard may be as quick- ſighted in diſcovering his 
own Infirmities as thoſe of others, I ſhall. recommend ro him 
this ſhort Exhortation: That altho' the Chaff and the ſolid Grain, 
the Tares and the Wheat may be ſuffered to grow together for 
a while, yer the Time haſtens on apace when there ſhall be a 
Separation, when the Tares ſhall be burnt and the Chaff ſhall 
be blown away, but the ſolid Grain ſhall be laid up in the Gar- 
ner. In the mean time, let us exerciſe Chriſtian Patience; and 
as we are, notwithſtanding all the Din of Hypocrites, as well - 
as Cavillers and Scoffers, ſolidly aſſured that there is among us 
a ſenſible, orthodox Miniſtry, whoſe Underſtandings being il- 
Juminated by the Divine Light, their Diſcourſes convey Light 
and Inſtrution to their Hearers, whoſe Tongues having been 
touched by a live Coal from the Altar, do awaken our Souls 
to Virtue, whoſe Lives and Converſations are agreeable to 
their own Doctrine, who do Honour to the Holy Principle they 
profeſs, and are truly worthy of double Honour from us, and 
a Bleſſing to the People, and that ſuch we have not only a- 
mong the Male but alſo among the hltherto too much deſpiſed 
Females, for which let him and me joyn in aſcribing the Praiſe 
and Glory to the Lord our God. = 
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1 E Archbiſhop of Cambray's Diſſertion on PURE LOVE, 
and Directions for an HOLY LIFE. | 
With an Account of the Life and Writings of the Lady for 
whoſe Sake the Archbiſhop was baniſhed from Courr : And the 
x" "a Perſecution ſhe ſuffered in France for her Religion. 
Alſo, | | 
Two Letters in French and Engliſh. written by one of the Lady's 
Maids, during her Confinement in the Caſtle of Vincennes, where 
ſhe was a Priſoner eight Years; One of the Letters was writ with 
a Bit of Stick inſtead of a Pen, and Soovt inſtead of Ink, to her 
Brother; the other to a Clergyman. | 

Together with an Apologetic Preface, containing divers Letters 
of the Archbiſhop of Cambray to the Duke of Burgundy, the preſent 
French King's Father, and other Perſons of Diſtinction. Alſo, 

Divers Letters of the Lady to Perſons of Quality, relating to 
het religious Principles. | 
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